Ordained Ministers

Punchline: Our baptism is a commitment to God’s plan for us.  Our ordination is God taking us up on a particular kind of commitment.

1) Why was Jesus baptized? <Slide 1>
a. In Matthew he says, “To fulfill all righteousness.”  What does that mean?  “Because you’re supposed to.”

b. John asks him a good question: “How can I baptize you?” <Slide 2>
i. Baptism is : cleansing of sin, entrance into church, death and resurrection with Christ, gift of the holy spirit

=> It doesn’t make sense under these understandings for Jesus to be baptized

ii. Baptism is also: Sign of God’s claim upon our lives, sign of commitment to God’s plan for us <Slide 3>
=> Christ was claimed by God and Christ made a commitment to God

2) This is what we understand for our baptisms as well;

a. Not only is it cleansing of sin, entrance into church, death and resurrection with Christ, gift of the holy spirit

b. Also Sign of God’s claim upon our lives, sign of commitment to God’s plan for us <slide 4>
3) Especially in the Presbyterian Tradition, everyone has a ministry

a. Everyone is gifted and talented and formed in their mother’s womb specifically for a particular service

4) This is where we get the idea of ordination and installation

a. Ordination means, “Setting aside.”

i. Recognizing someone’s gifts, talents, and calling – and setting them aside for that purpose

b. Ordination is to function not status – ordination does not make a person above another.  If anything, it makes them below the other:

Notice that John, who preached and baptized was lower than Jesus who came to listen and be baptized – John’s job was to prepare Jesus to go out and do ministry

c. We are all ordained – maybe not by the church, but by God.  We all have a ministry that has been given to us by God and we have all been set aside for that purpose.

<Slide>

d. Elders, you have a specific ordination, which Peter received in our passage this morning.   You are the rock upon which the church is built.  You are the foundation of the church, but you are not the entire structure.  You support the church, but remember that you do not actually house or bathe or store anything.

<Slide>

Brothers and sisters - whether you are ordained a ruling elder, a teaching elder, a deacon, or not at all you are a minister.  By your baptism, (and even if you are not baptized), God has a mission for you.  God has people he wants you to reach.  God has hurts he wants you to heal.  God has brokenness he wants you to make whole.  God has emptiness he wants you to fill with good news.  Whether you are 8 or 80, whether you have been in church since the day you were born or this is your first time at church, whether you have done it all before or you have never done anything – you are a minister.  You have been chosen and set aside for a particular purpose.  You have been given gifts, passion, energy and excitement for service in Christ’s name.  Maybe God is calling you to pray for local businesses.  Maybe God is calling you to write letters to your senator.  Maybe God is calling you to walk the neighborhood and offer tune ups for cars.  Maybe God is calling you to be a missionary in Thailand.  You may not feel that gifted – many prophets downplayed their own gifts when they were first called – you may not feel very passionate or energetic or excited – but God is calling you and God will fill you to the point of overflowing.

And to the elders and deacons – those serving on session and those not – those about to be installed: remember that your purpose is NOT to single handedly do the ministry of this church.  God created the office of elder so that he could build the church upon you.  Your calling is to enable the members of this church in their own ministries and to lead and walk with them as they go out into the world.  To try to do all the ministry yourselves is like the foundation of a house trying to be the bedroom, the bathroom, and the closet.  Not only will you burn yourself out – you will deny the other baptized members of the congregation their opportunity to grow into their own ministry.

Brothers and sisters, just as a body has many parts, all working together – a church has many different parts.  Every part needs to be functioning and every church needs to rely upon the foundation for support.  Together, we are the body of Christ, the house of God, the church, and we are all ordained ministers.
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