Where is God?
Punchline: In times of tragedy, God weeps with us.  We know because he was made human, understands sorrow, and he wept for Lazarus.  Thus, we know that lamentation is a faithful response.

1) Reading the news about the earthquake in Haiti: <slide 1>
a. Terrible destruction – estimates of between 100,000 and 200,000 killed.

b. Far reaching loss – missionaries from Dallas, from NJ, from WI

c. Aftershocks, people left on the street even though they have houses intact because of fear of another earthquake

(or for other disasters like Katrina, Tsunami, the tornadoes that hit Canton last week – other non-natural disasters like 9/11)

=> We start asking, “Where is God?”  <Slide 2>
I think there are a few possibilities that people might propose to explain tragedy:

“God caused it as punishment.”

 “God couldn’t stop it.”

 “God chose not to stop it or didn’t care either way.”

 “God doesn’t exist.”

But if I look back on my life, on scripture, and on history, none of these theories match what I believe or what I’ve experienced.  And this is a huge problem, isn’t it?  None of these theories about what happened in Haiti seem to match our experienced of God.  In spite of the millions upon millions of pages that theologians have written about God and in spite of the thousands of prayers that we have said and the hours that we have spent in this room – we have absolutely no idea why this happened or where God is in it. <Slide 3>
And this goes directly against one of the strongest desires of human beings: to understand, predict, and control <Slide 4>.  This is the desire that allowed us to plant crops in seasons and to follow and hunt herds of animals.  It allowed us to create and use tools and brought us many of the scientific and technological advances we have today.  The desire to understand, predict, and control is what put a man on the moon, a cell phone in your pocket, and a nuclear weapon on a submarine.  It’s why psychic hotlines exist and why people have “lucky rabbit’s feet.”  Every superstition, many religions, and the theory that the earthquake in Haiti was God’s judgment come from this pull.  Because our countless years on this planet have taught us that if we can understand, predict, and control, then the world is a whole lot less scary.

But here’s the bad news: many things in this world including God cannot be understood, predicted or controlled.  We’ve been studying the weather for thousands of years – we’ve gone from Jesus’ time through the middle ages, the renaissance, the industrial revolution to the internet and the information revolution – and how far can the weatherman predict the weather?  Five days if he’s really lucky?  Heck, half the time I don’t understand and I can’t predict or control myself.

The fact is that the world is unpredictable and it is quite scary.  No amount of praying, calling psychic hotlines, rubbing rabbits’ feet, or being “righteous” can guarantee that a tornado, hurricane, flood, or earthquake won’t hit us.  There is no guarantee – not from the church, not from psychics, and not from God.  <slide>
But brothers and sisters in Christ, I propose that the way to make a scary, chaotic world a little bit more manageable and the way to make a mysterious, independent, and often confusing God is not to dig our heels in the mud and create the illusion of understanding, prediction, and control where they do not exist.  The way to peace is through trust.  Peace comes through trusting a mysterious God to do the understanding, predicting, and controlling.  Peace comes in realizing that though God is mysterious and unpredictable, we know for sure that he is loving, graceful, caring and wants to be in relationship with us; God is with us and for us.  Peace comes in being honest with God about our confusion, our sadness, our doubt, and our lamentation: 1/3 of the psalms and the entire book of Lamentation are for this very purpose and God wants to hear it.  <slide>
And I think peace comes also in realizing that while there are many things that are completely out of our understanding and control, there are many things that are within our understanding and within our control.  We may not know where God has been in all this, up to this point, but we know where He can be: He can be in our donations, in our prayers and in our efforts to bring restoration and hope.  God may have seemed absent up to this point, but he can be present in the flesh – as present as he was on Christmas morning – in us.  We don’t know if God couldn’t or didn’t or wouldn’t stop the earthquake, God surely knows how to heal them – by using us, the body of Christ, the church.

Brothers and sisters, God is mysterious, but our calling is not.  In a world of chaos, be the word made flesh, be the body of Christ, and be a sure foundation.  Find peace in your trust in God and give others peace in your service.
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