Remember

Punchline: We remember what God has done because it tells us what God can do.

1) A joke possibly from “The End” with Burt Reynolds <slide 1>
a. He falls off a boat into the ocean and can’t swim so he says, “Lord if you save me, I’ll go to church every day for the rest of my life.”  He starts drifting towards an island and he says, “Lord if you save me, I’ll go to church every week for the rest of my life.”  He gets closer to the island and sees that it’s inhabited and that it’s got an airport, “Lord, if you save me I’ll go to church every month for the rest of my life.”  He washes up on shore and as he’s climbing up onto the beach he says, “Lord, I’ll see you at Easter.”

Selective memory – how two people will remember the same event completely different ways - is one of those things that we all joke about with each other and it is kind of funny, but it can also be serious business when it comes to faith.

2) Two strong thing we tend to remember: <Slide 2>
a. #1  fear which can be a great motivator. <click>
i. The Israelites had a lot of things to fear: The Egyptians coming after them at the Red sea, starvation, dying of thirst, no direction, when Moses went up into the clouds at Mt. Sinai, the Canaanite giants that they would have to defeat

ii. Burt Reynolds

iii. Church attendance spiked enormously after 9/11

iv. “There are no atheists in foxholes”

God gets more people’s attention with fear than probably any other way.  When we realize that there are things that affect us greatly but are completely out of our control we turn to God and cry out for help.

v. Can you remember a time God used fear as motivator in your life?  Is God using fear as a motivator in your life today?

b. #2: God saves us and everything is great.  Joy becomes our motivator. <click>
i. Deuteronomy: They finally reached the promised land and were ready to go in

ii. The miracles of Jesus

1. Easter Sunday

God uses joy as a motivator because he knows that when we are full of the power of the Spirit, we overflow.  In those few rare moments in our lives when we feel like God is right with us and everything is going to be okay…we celebrate and we thank God and we give back to God.

iii. Can you remember a time God used joy as a motivator in your life?  When things were going so well and you just wanted to run up and hug people?

3) But here’s the problem: pretty soon our memory of fear and joy turns into selective memory <Slide>

a. Pretty soon we forget just how bad things were before God saved us <click>

b. And pretty soon we forget just how good things were after God saved us <click>

=> and we start sayings things like, “Thanks for the help God.  I’ve got it from here.”  <click> Our fear turns into arrogance and our joy turns into complacency.

Moses, in our reading from Deuteronomy this morning warned the Israelites:


“Remember how the LORD your God led you through the wilderness for forty years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out whether or not you would really obey his commands.


Remember how you had manna from heaven every day.


Remember how your clothes lasted for forty years without wearing out


Remember how the Red Sea parted


Remember how God gave you water from a rock


Remember how God, not you, brought you into this land, flowing with milk and honey.

=> Do not get arrogant.  Do not get complacent.”

When I visited Clara Morrison, she said the biggest problem we had was once we were doing really well, in the 50’s and 60’s we got complacent and were content to sit on our laurels through the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  We found the promised land and we said, “Thanks God, I’ve got it from here.”

Brothers and sisters, have we as a church forgotten?  When we say, “We need more people.”  When we say, “This church has no future.”  When we say, “We’ve tried everything and nothing works.”  Have we forgotten our fear and our joy?  

Do we not remember that God provided for us in the wilderness?  When we needed money to build the first building and went door-to-door, the money came.  When we’ve needed a new building, God gave us this lot and this facility.  When we were out in the community, being disciples and doing service, we were hundreds of members strong.  Have we forgotten that God has always given us everything we needed?  Have we forgotten that God talks about pruning and regrowth all over the scriptures?  Have we forgotten that God rose from the dead on Easter morning and have we forgotten that God gives us resurrection power?

God’s challenge this morning is remember.  God’s good news this morning is remember.  Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, remember.  Remember your fear – the fear of death, the fear of pain, the fear of change, the fear of new things, the fear of different people, the fear of taking a risk, the fear of going door-to-door…and remember your joy – the joy of finding the God always provides, the joy of seeing this building rise, the joy of being the center of the community, the joy of filling these classrooms and this building, the joy of being a disciple of God.  Remember the Red Sea, remember the wilderness, remember the promised land, remember the exile, remember the restoration, remember Pentecost, remember Christmas…remember Good Friday and remember Easter.  Remember the empty cross and the empty tomb.  Remember death and remember resurrection, remember pruning and remember new growth, remember fear and remember joy, remember despair and remember hope.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, remember who you are…and remember who God is.
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