Idle Tales
Punchline: The disciples did not believe the women and thought they were telling idle tales.  We know that it was the truth.  When we start talking about miracles in our lives, are they idle tales?  Or do we actually believe that God’s resurrection power is still out there and is available to us?
1) I know we read from Luke today, but I want to start with the Gospel according to Mark for a bit:

a) In Mark, whenever Jesus performs a miracle, do you remember what happens?  “He told them not to tell anybody.”

b) But then after the resurrection, when they meet the angel at the tomb, what does the angel say to them?  “Go and tell the disciples and Peter.”

=> there are many theories about why Jesus might have done this, but for me the most important one is this: We are an Easter people and we have to understand everything God has done from Genesis through Revelation through the eyes of Easter.  Our belief in the resurrection transforms the meaning of all the miracles, all the teachings, all the trials, all the laws, all that God has done from “good things that happened a long time ago” to “power, joy, hope, and freedom that is accessible to us today.”  Without the resurrection, the bible would just be a history book, just like any that you might find in a library or classroom, but because of the resurrection, we know that all those things that God has done are still happening today and all those promises that God has made are sure and certain.
2) But here’s the problem – going back to Luke.
a) “10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.  11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.”
b) “These words seemed to them an idle tale.”  I looked up the Greek (lh/roj) and basically the phrase “idle tale” means crazy talk or foolish nonsense.
=> the women came and told the disciples that two men in dazzling white clothes said Jesus was not dead, but alive…and the disciples said, “That’s crazy talk.”  “People can’t come back from the dead!”  “Men in dazzling white clothes?”  “Maybe you just want Jesus to be alive so much that you made it true in your own head?  After all, everyone knows women get emotional at times like this.”
=> The disciples did not believe in the resurrection and so to them, everything Jesus did, everything Jesus said, and everything Jesus promised…was like a dream that slowly fades from memory come morning.

3) So this Easter morning, I challenge you, brothers and sister in Christ – Do you believe in the resurrection?  Or is it just and idle tale, just “crazy talk?”

Jesus makes a lot of claims about the way to peace, joy, and freedom for us in this life

a)  “Whoever wants to gain life must lose it and whoever will lose their life for the sake of the gospel will save it?”  
b) “Blessed are the poor and woe to the rich” 
c) “Those who drink the living water will never be thirsty again” 
=>Do you believe it and do you do it?  Or is that crazy talk?
Jesus makes a lot of claims about the power we have to change the world

d)  “As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.”
e) But Peter said, "I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk."  7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.
f) Pentecost
g) “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.”
This is the power we have though the Holy Spirit, made possible by Easter.  Do you believe it?  Do you use it?  Or is that crazy talk?
Jesus makes all kinds of promises to us about what he is coming to do
h) "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away."  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new.”
i) So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
j) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Do you believe it?  Do you build it?  Or is it crazy talk?

We are an Easter people.  We believe that the bible is more than a history book.  That Jesus is more than a historical figure.  That the power demonstrated and the promises made in all these stories are still out there for us.  God gives us the power to change the world, God gives us the power to build the kingdom, God gives us the power to do the impossible, God gives us the power to live lives full of joy, freedom, hope, and peace…because God is not dead…God is alive.  

Since we believe in resurrection, we can no longer say, “It is impossible.”  We can no longer say, “Our church is hopeless.”  We can no longer say, “That terrorist or criminal is beyond help.”  We can no longer say, “Those people will never change.”  We can no longer say, “That’s just the way the world is.”
Since we are an Easter people, we say, “Anything is possible for God.”  We say, “There is hope for our church if we are willing to work for it.”  We say, “Everyone can change and everyone can be redeemed.”  We say “That’s the way the world is today, but we are making it into the kingdom for tomorrow.”
Brothers and sisters, do you believe it?  Do you believe in the resurrection of the body?  Do you believe in the power of Easter?  Do you believe that it is at work in our lives, in our church, in our neighborhood and in our world?  Do you believe that Christ is risen and that he will come again?  Or is all this just crazy talk?
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