The Capable Woman
Punchline: We often think of God in male terms, but many of God characteristics are ones we normally associate with females.
<Slide 1>

1) My Big Fat Greek Wedding – the man is the head of the household, but the woman is the neck, she can turn the head any way she wants.

a. They come up with a plan to make the husband think it was his idea.

2) When we refer to God, especially the first two persons of the Trinity, Father and Son, we usually use male language and often him male characteristics.  I take it for granted that we all agree:

a. that God doesn’t not have one x and one y chromosome 

b. that anatomically God does not have male parts

But we attribute to God things that we normally attribute to men (I’m not going to preach on whether we should attribute these things to men, but whether or not we should, we do) <slide>
c. Powerful

d. Strong

e. Protective
f. Independant

And throughout scripture God is doing things that men typically do:

g. Leading and directing
h. Going to battle

i. Conquering

j. Building and destroying

k. Discipline

But there are things that women typically do which I think we sometimes gloss over when it comes to God.  Let’s reread this passage about a capable wife, but instead of woman, I’m going to put Jesus in:
Jesus is far more precious than jewels.  11 The heart of Jesus’s people trusts in him, and they will have no lack of gain.  12 Jesus does them good, and not harm, all of Jesus’s days.  14 Jesus is like the ships of the merchant, Jesus brings food from far away.  15 Jesus rises while it is still night and provides food for our households and sends his servants to do his work.  16 Jesus considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of his hands he plants a vineyard.  17 Jesus girds himself with strength, and makes his arms strong.  18 He perceives that his message is profitable. His lamp does not go out at night.  20 He opens his hand to the poor, and reaches out his hands to the needy.  21 He is not afraid for our households when it snows, for all his households are clothed in crimson.  22 He makes himself coverings; his clothing is fine linen and purple.  23 His people are known on Main Street and Wall Street, taking their seats among the elders of the land.  25 Strength and dignity are his clothing, and he laughs at the time to come.  26 He opens his mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on his tongue.  27 He looks well to the ways of his households, and does not eat the bread of idleness.  28 His children rise up and call him happy; his people too, and they praise him:  29 "Many kings have done excellently, but you surpass them all."  30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a savior who is the LORD is to be praised.  31 Give him a share in the fruit of your hands, and let his works praise him on Main Street and Wall Street.
God the father and God the son have a lot of characteristics and do a lot of things that in the bible and in our society are normally associated with females and with motherhood.

God is nurturing, God is caring, God comforts the broken hearted, God feeds the hungry, and makes clothes for the naked, God serves, God teaches and raises children, God listens without giving advice (sorry men, but typically not our strong suit), God gets emotional: God weeps, God gets angry, God gets jealous, God gets upset, God gets spiteful, God forgives.  If we only think of God as the things we associate with male: the powerful, strong judge, and disciplinarian then we miss a large part of who God is.

But furthermore, there are people for whom father is a bad word.  People who were abused, abandoned, or betrayed by their earthly father.  There are times in our lives when we need God’s nurture, caring, listening, comforting side is more than we need his powerful, strong conquering.

There are times in our lives when we need the God who weeps at the death of his friend and listens to the wailing of his sisters.  <click> There are times in our lives when we need the God who gathers us under his wing like a hen gathers her brood.  <click> There are times in our lives when we need the God who loves to play with children.  <click> There are times in our lives when we need the God who wipes away our tears and gives us a hug.  <click> There are times in our lives when we need the God who created life so that he could have someone to love and so that someone would love him back.  There are times in our lives when a strong, logical, leader and judge will not do…when we need a God who nurtures, who listens, and who cares.  
And the good news of the gospel on Mother’s day…our God, father, son and Holy Spirit, is that God.  Even though we call him a “he,” he is everything to everyone and he is able to be and do what we need.  God is not limited or confined by our understanding of male and female, of gender roles, or of father or mother.  God is god.  So go to God with your worries, with your celebrations, with your hopes, with your fears, with your feelings, with your shame, with your life…and you will find a God who loves you, who nurtures you, who cares for you, and a God who listens: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  In the name of the triune God, amen.
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