Clothed With Power
Punchline: The church was founded through a demonstration of God’s power.  The Holy Spirit empowers people to share the gospel across all lines.  Nothing is impossible for God.
1) We live in a world full of problems:

a. As individuals

i. Health issues

ii. Guilt of not being able to care for everyone who needs caring

iii. Addictions, depression, resentment
iv. Divorce and custody battles, fights within families and with friends

v. Children who don’t live up to our expectations

b. As a neighborhood

i. Gang issues - Vandalism, violence

ii. Family issues – kids without stable homes or stable role models

iii. Poverty – homelessness, addiction, prostitution
c. In the world

i. Oil Spill

ii. Riots in Bangkok

iii. Wars

iv. Terrorism (religious and domestic)
v. Mining accidents
d. As a church
i. Changing neighborhood with different language
ii. Aging membership
iii. No young people

iv. Spending more than we take in
v. Building that requires a lot of maintenance

2) When we look at all these problems, we tend to say one of a few things (and sometimes we say both):
a. We might say “There is no hope.”  (For example, we might look at poverty in our neighborhood and say, “Well there’s not much we can do about it anyway, so it is what it is.”)
b. Or we might say, “We’ll give it to God.”  (For example, we might look at the poverty in our neighborhood and say, “We’ll pray for the poor every Sunday in worship.”)
=> And in either case, we might make a menial contribution so that we feel like we’ve done our part (I know, I do it to) but the problem, all these problems remain.
3) In Acts 2, the disciples had a problem:

a. Christ their leader had been killed, raised and ascended into heaven and before he ascended he told them to stay in Jerusalem until they were “clothed with power from on high.”

b. One of their own had betrayed their cause

c. They had no direction, no leadership
d. Everyone around them spoke a different language – they couldn’t ask for help or tell anyone what happened or help anyone
=> They were lost.


They believed in Jesus, they knew he died and rose again, but they were lost.

And maybe some of them said, “Well.  Nothing we can do now.  Jesus is gone.  Might as well give up and go home.”  And maybe some of them said, “Well, Jesus is in heaven now.  We’ll leave it in his hands and if he wants to do something about it, he can.”
But what they did not understand was what Jesus meant when he said, “You will be clothed with power from on high.”  A wind rushed through the house, tongues of fire descended and suddenly, the disciples’ received the power of the Holy Spirit.  All of a sudden, they could preach in other languages.  All of a sudden they had direction.  All of a sudden the presence of God was all around them and they were no longer lost.  What the disciples learned on Pentecost was that both those who said, “There is no hope” and those who said, “God will take care of it” were wrong.  The truth was, by the power of the Holy Spirit, God used them to solve their own problems.

When we celebrate Pentecost we are not celebrating an event that happened 2000 years ago in Jerusalem.  On Pentecost we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit, which is poured out on us in our baptisms.  As Christians, we are clothed with power from on high.  As Christians, God uses us to perform miracles.

When others look at the problems of the world and the church and say, “There is no hope” we remember that we believe in the God of the empty tomb!  Nothing is impossible for God!  When others look at the problems of the world and the church and say, “God will take care of them”  we remember that we believe in the God of Pentecost.  Nothing is impossible for us!  The truth is God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, wants to use us through our obedience to do the impossible. 

God is not interested in proving himself to us.  If we honestly believe that our church or our world has no hope, God will find other people to use.  God is also not interested in our prosperity.  If we aren’t willing to work for our church, for our neighborhood, or for our world, God won’t do it for us.  God is interested in our obedience.  God clothes us with power so that we can be his servants and his messengers and so that we can see first hand what he can do and what we can do when we obey.
(Caveat – obedience does not guarantee God will solve every problem: God is not an ATM.  But if we are not obedient our problems will definitely not be solved.)

We are being clothed with power from on high today <Streamers>, just as we were clothed with power on the day of our baptisms.  The Holy Spirit is poured out upon us in fire.  We can no longer say, “There is no hope.”  We can no longer say, “Just let God handle it.”  We are being called to obedience…and through our obedience we will witness miracles because we will be miracles.  Obey God’s call on your life and you will find true freedom, true grace, true joy, true hope, and you will be clothed in power from on high.  In the name of the Holy Spirit made known in dove, in wind, and in fire.  Amen.
