Obedience
Punchline: The proof of faith is obedience.  Our spiritual growth and God's miraculous providence comes from obeying God, not believing in God.

1) Lindsay and Caleb and I at the bank, talking to the rep. about disciplining kids:

a. “What you want to do and what you’re about to do are two totally separate things.”

=> Something I’m already learning with Caleb: There are things that he doesn’t want to do, but he still has to do and I don’t ask him to like it, I don’t ask him to want to do it.  But he still has to do it. <Slide 2>
2) Let’s look at this parable that Jesus told, the one about the two sons:

a. I give them both the benefit of the doubt: I assume that they didn’t intentionally lie to the father.  But the fact is one didn’t want to work.  Maybe he didn’t have the energy, the time, or thought he ought to be doing something else.  But somehow he found the time and went and did it.  And the other son wanted to work, was excited, hopeful about all he could get done, but procrastinated or forgot or got distracted and didn’t end up doing what his father asked.  <Slide 2>
=> And Jesus commends the first son.  What pleases God is not our desire, our passion, our energy, our hope, our trust or even our belief.  What pleases God is our obedience.  This may seem weird, especially since Jesus then talks so much about how the tax collectors and prostitutes believe, but the fact is that obedience is the proof of faith.  <Slide 3>Trust, belief, desire, love…even prayer, study, and fellowship…are meaningless without obedience.  Faith is not faith without obedience.
There are hundreds of stories from Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac to Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane where people are called to do things they do not want to do.  We read one this morning from Jonah: <click>
a. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh

b. He did not want to preach repentance

c. He did not want them to be saved

=> but he did it.  Reluctantly, grudgingly, unwillingly, he went and preached repentance.  He wasn’t excited about it, he wasn’t passionate about it, he wasn’t hopeful about it…but he did it.  And God used him.  A city three days walk across (think about how big that is and how many people there must have been) was saved because of his obedience.  Not only is the proof of faith in obedience, but God’s power is in obedience.  Through our obedience, we prove our faith, AND through our obedience God uses us and transforms us.
The good news is that we don’t need to change the way we feel about situations, people, the world, or God.  It’s nearly impossible to change the way we feel about someone or something just through force of will.  “I’m going to try to like the Oklahoma Sooners instead of the Texas Longhorns.”  It doesn’t work that way.  But thankfully, Jesus did not ask us to change our feelings.  Jesus asked us to obey.  Jesus did not say, “If someone hits you on the cheek, turn the other cheek…and like it.”  He did not say, “You must bear your cross…and enjoy it.” Or “To gain your life, you must lose it…but smile while you do.”  The good news is that all we have to do is obey.  Whether we desire or not, whether we believe or not, whether we trust or not…all we have to do is obey.
I heard someone once say:  “There are only two times when you have to go to church.  When you feel like it and when you don’t feel like it.”  <Slide> So it is with discipleship.  The proof of faith is obedience and obedience is the way that God will change your life and God will change the world.  Whether our call makes us excited or anxious, whether our call makes us hopeful or fearful, whether our call makes us comfortable or uncomfortable, we are to obey.  And the true miracle of the gospel is that the more we obey God, the more we desire, believe and trust.  When we obey, we find find comfort, hope, and excitement.  Brothers and sisters, this is the good news and the challenge of the gospel:  sometimes faith creates obedience, but sometimes obedience creates faith.
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