God Wins
Punchline: We know how the story of creation ends.  Our job is to hold to the truth through difficult times until Christ comes again.

1) Star Telegram (website) headlines from Fri: <slide 1>
a. College football expansion plans

b. Fort Worth firefighter grateful family survived flash flood.  Police say 16 dead, dozens missing in Arkansas flooding.

c. Police officer bitten by drunk years ago is stricken with hepatitis C

d. Mandela family death casts shadow over world cup

i. (his 13 year old great granddaughter got into an car accident coming home from the world cup concert)

e. Pope begs forgiveness, promises action on abuse

f. New oil numbers may mean more environmental damage

g. Boats head to teen sailor drifting in Indian Ocean

2) I’m not going to say that end of the world is drawing near – Jesus said that only the father knows when that will happen, he doesn’t even know.  But with all this craziness going on, it sure does feel like it, doesn’t it?
a. Everyday it seems like more instability politically, socially, environmentally…

3) Revelation is a letter that was written about and for just such a time:
a. John writes to the seven churches to tell them “it’s going to get worse before it gets better.”  There’s already chaos in the world – Christians being persecuted and martyred, the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome, as well as less organized outbreaks of violence between Christians and Jews or Pagans, and he predicts that even worse natural disaster, even worse human disaster, and even worse spiritual disaster are yet to come.   <slide 2>

Earthquakes, wars, famines, plagues, the beast, the dragon, persecutions, and even more.  And this battle between the angel and the dragon wages on verse after verse, chapter after chapter through Revelation with casualties mounting and with chaos spreading throughout the world…
4) And then in chapter 18, Babylon the enemy city is destroyed.  And in chapter 19, a rider on a white horse comes and defeats the dragon and the beast. <Slide 3> And in chapter 20, the rider builds a kingdom and the dragon escapes for one last battle and fire comes down from heaven and they are defeated forever.  And in chapter 21, the new heaven and the new earth are built in the ruins and ashes of what’s left of the Earth.
And then we hear this final prophecy and this final invitation:


"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone's work.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.  Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  "It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."  The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

Chaos is not new to the world.  History is full of times of disorder, confusion, turmoil, and unrest.  But what this passage, the very last passage in the bible, tells us is that at the end of it all, God is left standing: God wins.  People are born and live and we love them and spend time with them and they die, but God stands forever.  Nations rise and fall and make war and peace, but God stands forever.  The ground quakes and floods rise and fires break out and rain pours, but God stands forever.  Churches are built and flourish and serve and minister and decline and close, but God stands forever.  And we are born and we live and learn and love and we grow and age and die, but God stands forever.  In the end, when all is said and done, when time itself has ended – God stands forever.
And so John encourages the people of the seven churches: “Hang in there and watch out!”  Do not let yourself be like the dogs or the fornicators or the idolaters or those who practice falsehood.  Watch out for the easy way or the quick fix or the blame game.  Hang in there.  Christ is coming soon   Nations rise and fall: hang in there.  The earth quakes and trembles: hang in there.  Churches are built and close, hang in there.  Even as we are born and we die: hang in there.  Because in the end, when all is said and done, God will stand forever and God will invite us to stand with Him.  We whom He calls His children, will stand with Him forever…in spite of our sin, not because of our accomplishments or accumulations, but because of His love.


Though it may seems like our world is spinning out of control and evil and chaos and disaster are winning, as Christians, we already know the end of the story: God wins.  So hang in there.
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