Legacy
Punchline: Our legacy is not built on our giving, but on our impact through relationships.  The good news is that God remembers us forever.

1) p. 126 from Mitch Albom’s “Have A Little Faith” (starting with the Book of Life) <Slide>
The Reb is his long time rabbi who is nearing the end of his life.

<read it>
<click (after)>

“We fear death because we fear being forgotten.”

2) Hit me right between the eyes:
a. This is my first father’s day and having a 9 month old just makes me more aware of how quickly time passes and how soon Caleb will be asking to borrow the car keys and rolling his eyes at me and eventually moving away and having kids of his own.

b. And I think the Reb nails the fear right on the head: What could be more frightening than being forgotten?  It almost feels like not existing?
c. p. 127

3) What will be my legacy?  What will be our legacy?  What will we leave behind that people will remember?

a. My creations (sermons, e-mails, etc.) – eventually, they will be forgotten.  How much writing is left from a hundred years ago?  A thousand years ago?

b. My family – it only takes about 4 or 5 generations before I’m forgotten.  How many of us know anything about our great grandparents?  Or great great grandparents?

c. Things I give away or build – eventually it will all be spent or destroyed.

It feels like building a sandcastle on the beach.  <slide> No matter how big and elaborate I build it, eventually it will all be washed away by the tide and there will be no evidence that I was ever there.  As the writer of Ecclesiastes says, “Everything is meaningless.  Generations come and go but nothing really changes.  In future generations, no one will remember what we are doing now.”
4) In the gospel story we read this morning, Jesus says something that I find completely fascinating.  This woman comes and anoints Jesus with very costly ointment and Jesus says, “Wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”  This woman did something that was worth being remembered forever.  <slide>
5) Why?  What is so special about her act?  What was the legacy she left behind that was worth remembering forever.

a. It wasn’t her family – we don’t know who her descendants are.
b. It wasn’t her name – we don’t remember her name.
c. It wasn’t her church or temple or synagogue – I’m sure it’s long gone by now.
d. It wasn’t anything material that she gave away or left behind (in fact, the disciples argued she should have given it to the poor but Jesus disagreed with them.)
=> I think what was most important about her legacy was the impact she left on people (and in particular the impact she left on Jesus).

It wasn’t the cost of the ointment which was important.  If she had handed the jar to Jesus and said, “Here’s my offering” she would not have had the same legacy.  It was the fact that through their relationship, she made an impact on another person and that person was Jesus, the son of God.

In a hundred years, after I’m dead and we’re all dead and this ceiling has caved in and all my sermons have been forgotten and nobody is remembers any stories about me anymore, what will be left?  The impact I made on people.  If I change someone else’s life for the better and inspire that person to change someone else’s life and that inspires another person to change someone else’s life…then whether I am remembered by name, whether my descendant remember me, my memory will live on.  If our courage and character and faith make an impact on someone, if we build relationships which change people’s lives, if we inspire the world to see things a new way or act in a new way, then our legacy will live on forever.  It is not our donations or gifts, it is not our families or genetics, it is not our buildings or institutions that will live on forever…it is our relationships and the impact we had on the people around us.  By God’s grace and by the Holy Spirit, we are given the power to make a life transforming impact on people and make a history changing impact on the world.  And whether we are remembered by name, our legacy will live on after us.

But brothers and sisters, let us also not forget God’s good news of eternal life: whatever our legacy is on Earth, by God’s grace, we are written in the book of life and God remembers us eternally.  <slide> No matter what happens in this life, we can be certain that God knows us, God remembers us, and God will always remember us.  The legacy we leave behind is important but even more important is the legacy that is waiting for us in heaven.  So know that the one who judges us, Jesus Christ, judges with grace and mercy as well as justice.  God knows our legacy – the good and the bad - and in his grace, he has promised that he will never forget us, even to the end of time.  God claims us as his own children for all eternity.
Brothers and sisters, remember this woman.  She took an alabaster jar of costly ointment and anointed Jesus because she loved him.  She is remembered for her impact.  Who are you making an impact on?  How will you be remembered?  What is your legacy?  And when you get to heaven, what will be written about you in the book of life?
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