Saved by Grace
Punchline: We do not deserve God’s salvation.  Nobody deserves it.  But God offers it freely because he loves us, not because of what we do.

1) Epilogue – “That’s what you were supposed to do.”

a. God has some pretty high expectations for us.  The 10 commandments (which we all break) from the Old Testament, the two great commandments from Jesus, the great commission.  Being a faithful Christian, a generous and kind and compassionate soul, a helpful and caring person…that’s the baseline expectation.
2) Now we might say, “Well, at least I didn’t murder anyone.”

a. James writes “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.”  (Other translations say, “Is guilty of breaking all of it.”)  I don’t think James is saying that all sins are equal, but I think what he’s saying is that God doesn’t compare us with other people; God compares us with his expectations.  In James’ particular example, he challenges his church about playing favorites – he challenges them about letting the big givers have more influence and more prestige in the church.  But really what James is asking is, “Are you perfect?  Are you Jesus?  Have you done everything in your life in complete obedience to God?”  Because it doesn’t matter what other people do.  If we have not done everything God has asked us, every second of our lives, then we are guilty of breaking the law.  We do not deserve God’s salvation.  And if we start believing that we need less grace and other people need more grace because we live better and other people live worse – then we will receive less grace.
b. (p 219-221)
“Anytime you try to justify yourself with works, you disqualify yourself with works.”

That’s some pretty bad news and I think we often skip over it and go right onto the good news, so let’s just let is sit for a minute.  Have we loved our neighbor as ourselves today?  While we drive our nice air conditioned cars and sit in this nice air conditioned sanctuary how many people in our city don’t have a home or even food to eat?  How many people in our world are scared for their lives or the lives of their families this morning?  Do we really love our neighbors as ourselves?
3) But we read in Ephesians, quite possibly the best good news in the whole bible:

a. “You were dead through the trespasses and sins…
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved”

God, in His love for us, offers us salvation even though we have all fallen short of his expectations.  Is there better news in the whole world than that?  God loves us even though we don’t deserve it and God saves us even though we are guilty of breaking his law.  That’s pretty amazing grace.  The good news of Jesus Christ is that we do not bear the burden of guilt or shame because God loves us unconditionally.
But this unconditional love is not something that we can take for granted.  Because as soon as we take it for granted it loses its meaning.  If we have really understood and comprehended God’s unconditional love for us, our response will always be service and outreach.  If our lives have been transformed by God’s grace, we will be out transforming other lives for God.  If our sins have been forgiven, we will be out forgiving others’ sins and proclaiming that they are forgiven.  God’s grace is not something that leads us to be satisfied where we are.  God’s grace pushes us to be more and make more of the world.

“God loves you exactly where we are and God loves you too much to let us stay there.”

p. 226, 227

Everyone is.  Everyone is a man or woman of God because God chooses us to receive his grace and because God chooses us to serve in his world.
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