Do It For Yourself
Punchline: living for God is the best way to live today.

1) Expectations of Christians:

a. The book of order (G-5.0102) include: <Q&A>
i. Giving

ii. Serving in the church and outside the church

iii. The E word – Evangelism

iv. Attendance and worship

v. Praying

vi. Studying

b. Some of our recent initiatives:

i. Reading together

ii. Praying for our outreach efforts
iii. Movie night

iv. In the past we’ve done:

1. Prayer partners

2. Garage Sale giveaway

3. Spring Clean Up

2) There are a million reasons to try to act faithfully:

a. Habit – It’s just what you do.

b. Obligation – We don’t want to let down the other people relying on us
c. Expectation – Other people will think less of me if I don’t

d. Church survival – We want the church to be around for us and for others

e. Church growth – We want other people to come love our church

f. Making up for past – I did this bad thing, I better live faithfully to make up for it

g. Fear of God’s judgment – I don’t want to disappoint God.  “God will be happy with me if I do it.”
h. To please God – “God will be happy if I do it.”
i. Sharing of the gospel – I genuinely want other people to know God and experience the peace and joy and of faith

3) But this list I think misses the most important reason of all to do these things:
a. It’s better <slide>
It is counter intuitive, but do it for yourself.

Paul writes in Galatians, “When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure,  20 idolatry, participation in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the feeling that everyone is wrong except those in your own little group,  21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of sin.”

When Paul talks about sin, he’s not just talking about the checklist God has that we’re going to be held accountable for.  To Paul, sin is the collection of things that separate us from righteous living and from God.  When we live lives without worship, without fellowship, without prayer, without scripture as our guide, without the Holy Spirit as our companion, listen to what we get: “hostility, quarreling, jealousy, anger, division, envy” I would add resentment, shame, guilt, loneliness, self-doubt, fear…

But look at what Paul says we get is we live obedient lives, he calls them the fruits of the spirit: <click> “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”

I don’t know about anyone else, but that’s why I try to live a life of obedience.  Sure, I want to go to heaven, sure I want to please God, sure I want other people to experience what I have experienced, but what I really want, honestly, is just for today to be a day of love, not hostility.  I want today to be a day of peace, not anxiety.  Today I want patience, not quarreling.  Today I want self-control, not self-doubt.  And I have found that the only way for that to happen is for me to do the things God suggests.

If you try to live a faithful life any of those other reasons, you may find some success for some period of time.  But I think what Paul is telling us is that it doesn’t last.  None of these things is powerful enough to create a transformation of character on a day to day basis.  As we have more demands in our lives, as there seems to be more to do, as we get older and more tired, as we have less energy and less time - eventually our other priorities in life will overrun these reasons and we’ll slowly slip into complacency and back to the way we were.

But what Paul is saying is that the true reward of a life of faith is not any of those things in the future or for other people or vague and ambiguous.  Paul is saying the true reward of a life of faith is given to us today through our obedience, and it is the fruits of the spirit.

Do you want more love in your life?  Pray.  Do you want more joy in your life?  Worship.  Do you want more peace in your life?  Study scripture.  Do you want more patience in your life?  Fellowship.  Do you want more kindness in your life?  Serve.  Do you want more goodness in your life?  Reach out.  Do you want more faithfulness in your life?  Evanglize.  Do you want more gentleness in your life?  Give.  Do you want more self control in your life?  Obey.

Not because some reward is waiting for you in the future or because God will owe you one.  Do it because obedience is its own reward and its reward is immediate.  Do it because you’re worth it because you are created in the image of God.  Because God made you to live a life full of the abundant fruit of the Spirit.  Because you are God’s beloved child and nothing in all creation will every change that.  
Brothers and sisters in Christ, God call us to righteous and faithful living, not for his sake, not for our church’s sake, not for the sake of our brother or sister, but for our sake.  God knows that life is better when we live faithfully.  God knows that we find all these wonderful gifts when we are willing to obey.  God knows what will make our lives miraculously wonderful and God has told us exactly what those things are.  So live faithfully, because it makes life better.  Do it for yourself.
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