Burning the Oxen
Punchline: Since we’re going ahead with this outreach effort, things are going to be different and we will not be able to go back.

1) The 1 Kings text:  <Slide>
a. When Elijah threw his mantle (i.e. his cloak) over Elisha, that was the symbol of him choosing Elisha to be his protégé.  We don’t really know why Elijah did it, but Elisha understood it.
Now, we don’t know anything about Elisha up to this point, except that he was a farmer and he was doing pretty well for himself.  He had twelve teams of oxen.  He was probably living a pretty comfortable life and maybe he hit a rough patch here or there, but he certainly wasn’t starving.

b. So when Elijah throws his cloak on Elisha, what does Elisha do? <Q&A> <Slide>
i. He burns his cattle and his farming equipment (12 teams worth) and gives the meat to the people.

c. Why?  Because he won’t need it.

i. Where he’s going, there’s no turning back.  He knows that if he accepts the call to be a prophet, he’s never going to be able to return to farming.  Whether things go well, whether they go poorly, whether people love him, whether people hate him, whether people try to kill him, there’s no going back.

ii. But imagine for a moment if Elisha hadn’t burned the oxen.  If he had said to Elijah, “hang on, let me put all my oxen in the barn and make sure they’ll be well looked after.”  Or even worse, “let me take one or two of them with me.”  Elijah would have known immediately that he was not serious about being a prophet.
2) Jesus talks about our discipleship in the same way

a. He talks about counting the cost.  Before you start a building, make sure you have enough materials to finish it.  <slide> When we dedicate our lives to God, when Jesus throws his cloak on our shoulders, we have many things to burn before we start the journey:
i. Resentments and grudges

ii. Comparing ourselves to others

iii. Status from finance, power, fame or education

iv. Being in control (or at least the illusion)

b. I don’t know about any of y’all, but there are definitely little corners in my life where I’ve hidden things away hoping God won’t notice them or hoping that I can hang onto them.  There are parts of my life that I’m just not quite ready to give up fully to God.

i. For a long time it was music piracy – I came up with all kinds of justifications and rationalizations about why it was okay, but deep down I knew it was wrong, I just didn’t want to give it up.

ii. Money – We can make all kinds of excuses about why we don’t have to give 10% of our income away, but deep down we know we’re supposed to, we just don’t want to.

iii. Gossip, apathy, judgmentalism
iv. Comfort or luxury, habits, mentalities…the list could go on and on.

Just as Elisha had a lot to lose with his twelve teams of oxen, there are parts of our lives: some that are bad, some that are good that we don’t want to leave behind.  We don’t want to burn them and never come back.  We kind of like them.  But taking these things with us instead of leaving them behind is just as absurd as Elisha trying to take his oxen with him.
Can you think of one thing that you are holding onto today that you know God is asking you to burn up?  <Slide> Something that you have to leave behind in order to make progress in your journey with Christ, but that you want to take with you?  What is one step, big or small, that you will take TODAY to burn it up?  What will you do today, to leave that behind so you can be free to move forward on your journey with God?
But the good news is that Elisha didn’t need his oxen.  He took Elijah’s mantle and God provided his protection, his security, his wellbeing, his daily bread and his comfort.  What he left behind, he more than got back from God’s bounty.

We are also embarking on a journey as a church with our outreach efforts.  We have prayed together in unity for 20 new people or families to visit.  I believe God will respond, and so I know that as a church, we are going to have to burn some things.  Think about it for a second: What if God answers our prayer exactly the way we’ve prayed it?  Imagine if we show up to worship on October 3rd and there are 20 new, excited, families and visitors here who want to get involved in Oakhurst Presbyterian Church.  What will happen?  What changes might occur as these new families incorporate new ideas, new dreams, new hopes, new visions?  What might change about our worship or our music?  What traditions might change?  What new ways of doing things might we consider?  What new directions might we take?  What new leaders might arise?  Who might make decisions?  <pause>  If God answers our prayer and throws his mantle over our church, what will we have to burn in order to become his servant?
Brothers and sisters, we are praying in faith and I believe God will respond.  God will lead us on a difficult but miraculous journey in our discipleship and in the life of our church.  Once we begin, there will be no turning back.  God will provide everything we need for the journey, so we have to leave everything behind.

Are you ready?  Are you ready to take that first step in trust?  Are you willing to leave behind your old life to embrace a new one?  Are you ready to burn your oxen?
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