The Great Recycler
Punchline:  God makes all things new, not all new things.

1) Revelation uses repeated symbols, but modified from earlier in the bible

a) When did the sea create chaos?  In the flood.  What happens at the end of time?  The sea dries up.

b) When was the tree of life mentioned?  In the garden of Eden.  And after Adam and Eve ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they got kicked out so they couldn’t eat from it.  Now what about the tree of life?  People can eat from it year round.

c) When were the measurements of the New Jerusalem mentioned before?  Ezekiel.  And he spent 4 chapters telling us the exact dimensions of the temple.  But what about the temple in Revelation?  There is none since God is present.

2) In this passage, God says, “I am making all things new.”  He does not say, “I am making all new things.”  God fixes broken things, he doesn’t just get rid of them and start from scratch every time something bad happens.  I have this vision in my head of God’s office and there’s a trash bin which is empty and a recycle bin which is full.  God doesn’t throw things out, but God renews and reuses them.
3) Remember when Jesus was raised from the dead, he didn’t get a brand new body.  He still had the marks and the scars from the crucifixion.  Now granted, people didn’t recognize him because God had made his body new, but it was definitely still the same body.

In the same way the new heaven and new earth aren’t some place far away where we go and completely forget about this earth and this creation.  They are built and established right here on this soil, in this air, with these atoms and molecules.  Just as the Garden of Eden was on earth, so will the new river of life with the trees lining the banks.  Just as Ezekiel’s new city was on earth so will the New Jerusalem be.  Just as the floods were on earth, so will the drying up of the seas.

What that means for us as individuals is that we are stewards –  of our environment, our bodies, our church, our friends and family, or our enemies…We can never just say, “Well, it doesn’t matter because we’ll go to heaven and leave it all behind.”  We won’t leave it all behind; these things will have eternal consequences.
This sounds like it puts a lot of responsibility on our plate, and it does, but we also have to remember that though our actions have eternal consequences, God does make all things new.  Jesus, though he had the marks of the nails and the hole in his side, did not suffer pain or shame because of his death.  In fact, he embraced it and even allowed Thomas to touch it.  Likewise, though Adam and Eve ruined humanity’s chance to eat from the tree of life and live forever, though we all still must go through the pain of death, God has promised that in the new creation, there is no pain or dying or mourning or tears.  Just as our sin led God to send a flood for cleansing, we can be assured that God will dry up the seas of chaos and we will be safe.  Though God does not say he is making all new things, God does promise that he is making all things new.
Someone much smarter than I (and I wish I knew who) once said:

Pray like everything depends on God, but work like everything depends on you.
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