4 reasons to give: Providence

Punchline: We give because it is God’s.
1) Survey – Why Presbyterian’s give

People who give more do so for spiritual reasons, people who give less do so for worldly reasons.
I think we all want to give more, but there are other concerns, needs, wants, and desires.  Our ability, desire, and benefit from giving are directly related to our spiritual maturity.
(i.e. if we give from the wrong reasons, we are hesitant, begrudging when we do and we feel guilty when we don’t.  If we give for the right reasons, we find joy and freedom in the very act.)
=> 4 weeks, 4 reasons to give

(This is not about raising funding for the church.  Notice that’s not very effective anyway.  This is about giving as a part of Christian discipleship – just as important as prayer, bible study, and fellowship.)

So let’s look in the bible (mostly OT) for some of the good reasons people gave to God.
2) The first mention of tithing in the bible: Abraham
a. What happened?  His nephew’s stuff all got stolen.  Abraham rescued his nephew and got all the stuff.  He recognized that he was just lucky that he got the stuff back.  <Slide>
3) Take a moment and think about what your life situation was like 10 years ago?  What about 20 years ago?  50 years ago?  70 years ago?  Financially, spiritually.  Take a moment and imagine how things could have turned out?  When did you happen to be in the right place at the right time?  When did you get an unexpected opportunity that you hadn’t prepared for?  When did God provide for you in ways you could not provide for yourself?  How much of what you have today do you owe to God?
Do you take it for granted?  Do you guard it as if it were your own?  Remember Jonah and his bush?  He as convinced that you deserved it all and not even God should be able to take it away?  Do you know anyone like that?  Are you like that?
4) But let’s take a look at Abraham: He recognized God’s providence – That God was the one who rescued Lot and recovered all the goods, flocks, and wealth – not his 318 soldiers, not his hard work, not his gifts and talents…but God.  And so when God gave and took away and gave again Abraham was reminded that he really hadn’t earned what he had, but was blessed with it by God’s grace.  And so Abraham gave one tenth to God because it was all God’s in the first place.
Brothers and sisters, do you want the joy and freedom that Abraham found by recognizing God’s providence and by tithing?  Do you really want a deep knowledge in your heart that God will protect and provide for you?  Do you really want to grow in your spiritual maturity?  If so, I challenge you to give.  If you’re not tithing, I challenge you to work towards a tithe.  If you are tithing I challenge you to give 1% more of your income next year.  Because Abraham knows, Jonah knows, and if you increase your giving you’ll know…God always provides.
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