It is to Your Advantage
Punchline: We have God’s direct presence through the Holy Spirit.

1) Holy Spirit – We know a lot about God the father, and God the son, but what about God the Spirit?

2) I am a daydreamer – sometimes I daydream about what it be like to have been one of the twelve.  <Slide 1> Anyone else ever daydream like that?

a. I think it would have been great.  Obviously it would have been hard:  Jesus called them to give up their livelihoods, leave behind their families, they were confused, condemned, many of them were eventually put to death…but they got to be with Jesus.  Directly in person, in the flesh.  They directly witnessed miracles like the calming of the storm and the raising of Lazarus with their own two eyes.  Peter got to walk on water.  They cast out demons, they healed the sick, the strengthened the lame.  Imagine the kind of faith boost you would get if you just witnessed or did a one of those things…and for three years, these guys got it daily.  Don’t you wish you could live with Jesus in the flesh?

b. You’d know where to go, you’d know what to do, you’d know how to act, you’d know who to help…
But in this text, Jesus says something curious.  It’s at the last supper, he’s preparing his disciples for the crucifixion and resurrection and also for his ascension because he says, “It is to your advantage that I go away for if I do not go away, the Advocate (some translations say “Helper,” we know it as the Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.”  It is to your advantage!  Think about that for a second.  Jesus directly stated that it is better to have the Holy Spirit than to have him in the flesh.  <slide 3> For me, that’s hard to imagine – I mean, if I had a choice between the Holy Spirit and having Jesus walk into our sanctuary right now, I’m pretty sure I’d go with Jesus…so why did Jesus say this?
There are some obvious reasons physical reasons: Jesus in the flesh was finite, but the Spirit is infinite.  Jesus in the flesh had to sleep, had to eat, had to Sabbath, had to walk wherever he was going.
But even more than this: while Jesus is something outside of us, the Spirit is within us.  Jesus said, “When the Spirit comes, he will guide you into all the truth.”  In Greek, John uses a word for “guide” which is a contraction of the words for “way” and “lead” – “The Spirit will lead you in the way of all truth.” <Slide 4>
If Jesus were here, he could eat with us and spend time with us, but because we have the Holy Spirit, God is with us and in us, no matter where we go, no matter what we do.  If Jesus were here, he could teach us with knowledge and wisdom, but because we have the Holy Spirit, God’s knowledge and wisdom is already written on our hearts.  If Jesus were here, he could direct us in what we were supposed to do, but because we have the Holy Spirit we can feel deep inside our hearts what we are supposed to do.  If Jesus were here, he could show us miracles, but because we have the Holy Spirit, we can perform miracles.

Listen to all these names for the Holy Spirit:

The Spirit of Wisdom

The Spirit of Truth

The Spirit of Understanding

The Spirit of Counsel

The Spirit of Fire

The Spirit of Life

The Spirit of Power

The Spirit of Knowledge

The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord

The Spirit of Judgment

The Spirit of Grace

The Spirit of Glory

The Eternal Spirit

The Spirit of the Living God

This very same Holy Spirit dwells within our hearts us and teaches, directs, encourages, comforts, and empowers us every second of every minute of every day.  It is by the Holy Spirit that we draw each breath, it is by the Holy Spirit that we lift our voices in song, it is by the Holy Spirit, that the words of scripture and sermon touch our hearts, it is by the Holy Spirit that we are filled with the desire to build God’s kingdom, and it is by the Holy Spirit that we have the power to do it.
And so the challenge for this week and over the course of the next few weeks is this:  Does your life reflect the Holy Spirit that dwells within you?  Is your life full of wisdom?  Truth?  Understanding?  Grace?  Glory?  What about our church?  Is our church full of power?  Fire?  Life?  Counsel?  Knowledge?
Brothers and sisters, know that the Holy Spirit lives within you.  Know that the Holy Spirit offers you all these gifts in abundance.   Know that the Holy Spirit is at work continually transforming you every second of every day to be more Christ-like.  The Spirit leads, the Spirit guides, the Spirit teaches, the Spirit corrects, the Spirit empowers.  Truly it is to our advantage that Christ went away so that the Spirit could come to us.
In the name of the one triune God in three persons: father, son and Spirit, Amen.
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