The Accuser and the Advocate
Punchline: The Holy Spirit reassures us when we doubt ourselves.

1) Last time I preached three weeks ago, I talked about those times when we get in ruts – when it seems like things just aren’t going well.  And if you recall, I mentioned that I think part of the power of the Holy Spirit is its ability to change a situation quickly.  I’ve been thinking a bit more about being in ruts – those times when it seems like things aren’t going right and we get discouraged and want to give up – and I wanted to talk about another aspect of being in rut…
2) Satan  <Slide 1, 2>
Joke:
Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong preaching on the devil. One said to the other, "What do you think about all this Satan stuff?"
The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's probably just your dad."
a) It doesn’t really matter whether you believe in Satan in terms of a guy in red pajamas with a pitchfork, or just a supernatural force in the world, or even as some manifestation of humanity’s broken free will 
3) But in Hebrew, the word “Satan” means “adversary” or “accuser.” <Slide 3>
a) When we get down in the dumps – about our lives, our church, our family, our jobs, maybe even the local sports teams, like the Cowboys, anything – Satan accuses us.  
When things aren’t going well, do you ever hear that voice in the back of your head telling you: <Slide>
i) That it’s your fault
ii) That it’ll never be better

iii) That you deserve it

Satan keeps nagging us with the lie that if only we tried harder, if only we were more righteous, if only we were better people, if only we earned it…then we would get what we want.  But since we are sinners, we will always be stuck, always down, always depressed.
“If you prayed more, you wouldn’t be in this mess.”  “If you went to church more, God would help you more.”  “If you were a better person, you would be able to figure this out.”

And the hardest thing for me is to silence that voice.  Even though I know it’s wrong, even though I know it’s Satan, even though I know it’s all lies, it’s still really hard to ignore that message.

But as I was studying the Holy Spirit for this sermon series I discovered something interesting.  In Greek, one of the names of the Holy Spirit, the one Jesus called him in the passage this morning is what?  The Advocate.

The Greek word is “Paraclete” <Slide> and it means: helper, comforter, counselor, and advocate.  And what does Jesus say about the Paraclete?  That he is the Spirit of Truth and that he is inside us.  What Jesus is telling the disciples in this passage is that the way to combat the accusations of Satan is not by trying to ignore them, but by filling their lives with the truth of the Holy Spirit – through scripture, through prayer, and through fellowship.  When we draw close to the Holy Spirit, the accuser might still whisper, <slide> “If only you were a better person…,” but the advocate shouts back, “You are created in God’s image and God made you very good.”  The accuser might whisper, “If only you tried harder…” the advocate shouts back, “All God wants is your love, not achievement.”  The accuser might whisper, “You deserve to be in the dumps.” the advocate shouts back, “You deserve a life full of joy and hope because you are a child of God.”
We all get down in the dumps and we all hear the lies of the accuser – that we are not good enough.  But when we are in touch with the Holy Spirit, he is our advocate, our helper, our comforter – he is the Spirit of truth.  Through prayer, through scripture, and through fellowship, we are reminded of the truth which dispels Satan’s lies.  The Holy Spirit, the paraclete, the advocate reminds us that God created us in his image, that we are created good, that we are loved unconditionally, and that God wants the best for our lives, our church, our family, our denomination, and our world.  The Holy Spirit reminds us that nothing in all creation, not even our own sin, our own shame, or our own hopelessness, can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  In the name of the father, son and Holy Spirit, Amen.
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