Modern Missionary
Punchline: The Holy Spirit does not need big churches, programs, or budgets to do his work.  He uses us in our daily lives.

1) Glenda’s story – on her way into the Operating Room the tech told her “You know you’re not in the doctor’s hands or my hands.  You’re in God’s hands.”  Then he said a prayer for her.

2) A lot of times, when we think about ministry, we think about the church.

a. We give our resources: time, talent, treasure to the church.  The church puts on an event or program (worship services, Sunday school, small group ministry), we invite people to come to the event or program and then people become disciples. <slide 1>
=> In some churches, this may grow attendance.  In many it does not.  Either way, it needs a lot of money, space, staff, and volunteer hours.

=> <click> But what people across denominations and even non-denominations are finding is this only attracts people who are already Christian.  Very rarely does it bring non-Christians to Christ.  (Not to mention we never see anything like this in the bible).
But I think that Operating Room tech was on to something.  See, the Holy Spirit does not need big budget events, programs, worship services, or buildings.  All the Holy Spirit needs is willing people.  In the bible, ministry is never done by the church as an institution – in the bible there are no committees, no budgets, no meetings, no staff.  In the bible, the Holy Spirit works through people doing what that Operating Room tech did: living their lives normally, but looking for opportunities to be a missionary.

A perfect example of this is Philip and eunuch <slide 3>.  Philip was busy walking along the road and he overheard someone reading scripture.  The Spirit said to him, “Go and join the chariot.”  Now if Philip were a good Presbyterian, what would he do?  He would form a committee!  Right?  We have to get session’s approval, we have to get nominations for the committee, we have get a budget line item approved.  Or maybe if he were from another church, he would come up with a big budget production and wow the eunuch with lights and music.  Or maybe if he were from another church, he’d invite the guy to his small group at his house later that week.  See, we have a habit of thinking that ministry is only done at official functions of the church.

But obviously that’s not what Philip did.  Philip went right up and had a conversation with the man, talked with him, and baptized him right there.

Here’s the point – the most effective ministry in the bible and the most effective ministry for today is NOT official functions of the church.  It is what you do for the person at work who’s having a bad day.  It’s what you do for the lonely roommate of the person you’re visiting at the nursing home.  It’s what you do for person who drops their papers on the sidewalk as you rush by to a meeting.  It’s what you in your everyday life, Monday through Friday, away from the building, away from committees, and away from budgets – in your work, in the supermarket, in the shopping mall, at the gym, at the hospital, in your kids’ or grandkids’ school, at the movie theater, at the football game.  Those are the places where real ministry happens.
When we think of missionaries, we think of people that we send to foreign countries to share the good news.  They don’t go to build buildings, do stewardship drives, or get volunteers for committees; they make disciples.  They get to know people, figure out the needs of the community, and demonstrate that faith in Jesus Christ can help.  

Brothers and sisters, we are all missionaries.  Especially in this day and age in America, we can no longer assume that people are making a choice about faith.  Many people don’t even know what the choice is.  I grew up in America and in the first 18 years of my life I did not even know the choice I was making.  I didn’t know what church was, what faith was, or why I should care about either.  Friends, whether we want to be or not, whether we signed up for it or not, whether we believe we have the gifts for it or not – if we are Christian in America in 2010, we are missionaries.

So real quick, let’s take a look at what Philip did and see if we can do the same thing in our lives today. <Slide>
1) Philip listened and asked –  He did not tell the eunuch anything.  He came to understand the eunuch and the eunuch’s problems.  People like to talk about themselves.  People trust someone who listens, understands, and cares above someone who has good advice.  God listens, understands and cares, so that should be our model.

2) He met an existing need for the eunuch – He did not create a need for the eunuch and then try to solve it.  (Even if it’s true, people who do not believe in God are not going to be persuaded by the threat of hell.)  People have plenty of problems already.  We do not need to create new problems for them.  Philip saw that the eunuch had questions about the scripture.  How did he introduce the eunuch to faith?  Through scripture.  The people you encounter at work, in your lives, in the grocery store – do they have problems?  So ask yourself, what does God offer for someone who has those problems.
3) Philip was flexible – He did not have a plan for the eunuch to come to faith.  He hadn’t written a curriculum or created a “one-size fits all” process for the eunuch to become a disciple.  The eunuch asked to be baptized and Philip responded.  When we are missionaries out in our daily lives we have to be flexible.  We can’t impose our schedule, our process, or our curriculum on potential disciples.  We have to allow each person to walk their journey of faith at their own pace in their own way even as we walk beside them.
4) Philip let him go – He trusted that the Holy Spirit and God would take care of the eunuch and did not keep giving him advice, checking in on him, or visiting him.  He let the eunuch take his own journey of faith.
<Slide>

Brothers and sisters, the Holy Spirit sends you, just as he sent Philip.  The Holy Spirit will be with you just as he was with Philip.  The Holy Spirit challenges you to listen and ask, to meet an existing need, to be flexible and finally to let go.  He does not need a big budget, a big program, or a big event.  He does not need young attractive people, a modern facility, or a rocking band.  He needs one thing: Your willingness.  Whether we like it or not, we are missionaries.  The Holy Spirit wants to use you.  Are you willing?
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