Peace on Earth
Punchline: Peace is ultimately about trusting God to be God.

 Luke 2:14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth among those whom he favors!"

This week we lit the candle of peace and we hear prophecies about “Peace on Earth.”  It’s kind of hard to imagine, isn’t it?  Since Cain and Abel it seems like killing, fighting, struggling and conflict have just been a part of life

So what does it mean?

#1 – Peace cannot exist without justice.



MLK jr. said that peace is not the absence of conflict; it is the presence of justice.  Notice in the Isaiah passage that before the mention of the swords and plowshares and such, it says “He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples.”  There cannot be peace without justice.


What does this mean for you and me?  Most of us are lucky.  Most of us got dealt a pretty good hand when it comes to the things of life – whether it be material things, a Christian upbringing, supportive parents, a wealthy country, a free society…If we are ever to have peace on Earth, we must be willing to share our blessings.  We must live in a way that demonstrates that it is better to give than receive.


It also means we have to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves.  Whether it’s something small like someone on the side of the road who needs help changing a tire or something huge like the AIDS pandemic in the continent of Africa – we must be willing to sacrifice our time, use our blessings, and raise our voice on their behalf.  Peace cannot exist without justice.

#2 – Peace is not the same as defense

During the Cold War and the arms race, people used to say, “The best defense is a good offense.”  If we have enough nuclear weapons, nobody will dare attack us because we will blow them to smithereens.  We feel safer when we have bigger guns, thicker walls, and more locks.  Even as individuals, we feel safer in our houses when we know there’s a gun in reach.

But in the Isaiah passage, what do we see?  Is God’s peace when everyone has a really big sword and is afraid of each other?  Is God’s peace when everyone carries a gun and so nobody dares to do anything?  No!  In God’s kingdom peace is not built on fear of retaliation.  Peace is built on mutual understanding, respect, and love.  Self-defense is not the same thing as peace.  In fact, self defense is opposite peace.
#3 Peace starts with individuals
=> Often when we think about peace on earth, we think about nations with tanks and bombs fighting wars.  But I think peace goes deeper than that.  Peace starts and ends with individuals.  
We have conflicts even with ourselves.  Paul talks about the war between his mind and his flesh. We fight with ourselves over temptations, over shame, over lust, over confusion, over apathy…but peace in the kingdom means peace of mind.  Peace means realizing that we don’t have to prove anything to anyone else – we don’t have to make a higher grade, score more points, earn more money, gain more status or impress anyone.  We are acceptable to God and God loves us exactly the way we are – with all our faults, with all our brokenness, with all our hopelessness.  Even before the swords and plowshares, even before God becomes judge, the people say, “Let us go to the Lord so that He may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  Peace in God’s kingdom is following God and receiving peace of mind.
As I was thinking about my sermon this week and about peace and advent, I started writing about how – “if we want peace we need to do this and we need to do that” – and how we all say we want peace but we all create conflict – yada yada.

But I realized something about this passage, about all the prophecies in Isaiah of the coming Messiah and about the very nature of Advent:  It’s not about us.

Advent is not about us ushering in the kingdom.  Advent is not about us speeding up the second coming.  Who conceived the son of God in Mary’s womb?  Was it a human being?  No, it was the Holy Spirit!  (From the Apostle’s Creed).  It was God’s action by God’s choosing at God’s time.  The point of advent is this: Mary was a sinner, Joseph was a sinner, the shepherds were sinners, the wise men were sinners, the innkeeper was a sinner – and yet God chose them, redeemed them, and used them all for his glory.

So the final and most important point about peace:

Peace ultimately is about letting God be God.  So much of our conflict, inside and out, is because we either worry that God won’t show up or we aren’t patient enough to wait.  Our anxieties, our divisive politics, even our wars – all stem from a belief that God can’t or won’t do something so we need to do it ourselves. Peace is ultimately about trusting God to redeem our mistakes, trusting God to judge people who have wronged us, trusting God to provide, trusting God to lead us, and trusting God when he says “I will never forsake you.”
Brothers and sisters, hear the good news.  Christ, the prince of peace, came to build his kingdom and he is coming again once more to complete it.

Let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
Friends, this advent and throughout the year, may the peace of Christ be with you.
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