God is Just
Punchline:  Do our lives reflect the urgency that is reflected in Revelation?

1) As we read Revelation, 
=> “What happened to grace?”  

2) We read in scripture today the angels and saints praising God saying, “Yes, O Lord, God, the Almighty…your judgments are true and just!” <slide>
(Rev. 16:7)  And they say, “These people are getting what they deserve.” <Slide>
=> I hope I don’t get what I deserve!  Isn’t grace all about not getting what we deserve?
3) A tricky thing about Christianity: God is merciful and God is just. <slide>
But when John had the vision and wrote this letter with all these judgments, what was his purpose?  He was trying to instill a sense of urgency in the church.

In John’s time, just like today, Christians emphasized God’s mercy and ignored God’s justice. <Slide>
a) Lukewarm Christians
b) Christians who lost the love they first had

c) Christians who blended in a little too well with society

d) Christians who relied on material things instead of God

e) Christians that tolerated immorality

I can just imagine John writing letters to these seven churches over and over again: 

John: “You guys need to get it together” 

Churches: “God is our judge, not you.”  

John: “This is not pleasing to God.” 

Churches: “Well, he’ll forgive us.”

John: “Don’t you understand what’s at stake here?”  

Churches: “As long as we get into heaven when we die.”

See the problem when Christians and churches overemphasize God’s mercy and ignore God’s justice…is there’s no sense of urgency.  There’s no reason to do anything.  If God will forgive us, why bother being righteous?  If we get into heaven, who cares what happens on Earth?  As long as I have my faith, why bother going out on a limb for anyone else?
And so I can imagine John getting so frustrated and so mad until God gives him this vision in which justice is overemphasized and mercy is ignored: in which sinners are tormented, broken creation is swept away, and where people get exactly what they deserve.  In this vision, we see the danger of overemphasizing God’s justice.
People who put on the mark of the beast are tormented.

The environment is ruined – there’s drought, there’s heat, there’s pollution in the water.

Natural disasters, war, disease...
And all of it is just.  It’s all fair.  It’s what they deserve.

God gives this vision to John to send to the seven churches because they have forgotten that God is just.  They forgot that God is judge and that there will be a judgment and that they will reap what they have sown.  God gave this vision to John because he wanted the seven churches to have a sense of urgency.  (That’s what Revelation is about…if you take away one thing from this month of study, take away this – Revelation is about the urgency of discipleship).
That’s why this vision is important for us because we too overemphasize God’s mercy and ignore God’s justice.
How many people do you know who come up with excuses like:

 “That’s between me and God, so don’t you tell me what to do.”  

 “God will forgive me.”

 “I don’t have to go to church because I have already have faith.” <slide>
Have you ever used those excuses?  Have you ever been a lukewarm Christian?  Have you lost the first love of God you had?

If God is fully just, are we prepared to get exactly what we deserve?  If God is fully just, are we ready to reap what we have sown?  If God is fully just, are we willing to stand before our judge and have our lives measured against the example of Jesus Christ?

What if Jesus really meant it when he said, “If you are a stumbling block to one of my children, it would be better for a millstone to be tied around your neck you were drowned in the sea.”  What if Jesus really meant it when he said, “To be my disciple you must give up all your possessions.”  Are we ready to be held to account for what we have done with our money?  Our church?  Our community?  Our environment?  Our fellow human beings?  Are we prepared to meet a God who is fully just?
But as we wrap up our study of revelation and as we remember Betty, the good news is that God’s justice is filled with mercy.  Revelation does not end with in judgment.  It ends in the second coming of the messiah.  <slide> We may not know how God’s justice and mercy work together, but we can be certain that God’s justice is merciful and God’s mercy is just.
But brothers and sisters, this mystery does not relieve us from our sense of urgency.  John challenged the churches to overcome apathy, complacency, and inertia.  We are to read Revelation with the sense of urgency that John had.  What are things that you’ve gotten complacent about?  What people or situations that you’re become apathetic about?  Whose suffering would you rather ignore than address?
Brothers and sisters, it’s easy to prepare to stand before a God who is fully merciful, but are we also ready to stand before a God who is fully just?
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