Epiphany?
Punchline: The wisemen’s epiphany was that the God of the Jews was the God of all creation and the Jewish messiah was the savior of all people.

1) We celebrate epiphany on Jan 6th, twelve days after Christmas.  We commemorate the wise men from the east, following the Star of Bethlehem and finding Jesus in the manger.
Dictionary.com defines an “epiphany” as “a moment of great or sudden insight.”  <Slide>
So this begs the question: “What was the epiphany?”  What was the great and sudden insight that the wise men had when they saw the baby Jesus?  Matthew says that when the star stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy, but it doesn’t really say what they were so joyful about. <Slide>
2) For a long time, I just assumed that the insight was that Jesus was the son of God.  The wise men came looking for a regular human being, but when they arrived at the manger, they realized they were looking at the son of God himself.  Unfortunately for me, nothing in the text indicates this.  Neither the actions of the wise men, the gifts they brought, nor the ways they responded show that the wise men thought Jesus was anything more than a human being. <Click>
3) One possibility is that they realized Jesus was the Jewish messiah, in Greek, the Christ - the anointed or chosen one.  When the wise men went to Herod, they said they were looking for the child who was born King of the Jews.  Perhaps they just thought they were going to see a young prince and they suddenly realized that this child was going to be a special king.  Perhaps they thought that this child would lead a revolution or would free the Jews from Roman oppression.  Maybe they even remembered hearing some of the Jewish prophecies about a certain leader who would restore Jerusalem.  <Click>
However, given that these wise men came from the East and were not Jewish, this realization probably was not very meaningful to them.  They were not under Roman oppression, so they didn’t have a much to gain or lose either way.
Now what I think really happened was that the wise men realized Jesus was the savior and also their savior.  <click> <click> They realized that he was not just the savior of the Jews, but the savior of all people including them.  They realized that the prophecies about freedom and deliverance and salvation were not about the Roman Empire, but about their reconciliation to God.  They realized that while they had been searching for the King of the Jews, they had found the Prince of Peace.  When the wise men saw the baby boy wrapped in swaddling cloths laid in the manger, they realized that Jesus was born for them.  This was their epiphany – they were looking for something, but what they got was so much more.
<click>
And isn’t this our experience of Christ as well?  Don’t we have these same epiphanies?  As we undergo the journey of discipleship together, we find that Jesus is always more – more than we thought, more than we expected, more than we hoped, more than we dreamed.  Haven’t we had those experiences where we read the scriptures, and though we know they were written thousands of years ago and have touched billions of people, it feels like they were written just for us?  Haven’t we had those experiences where we pray and it feels like the creator of the universe who has a million other things to be doing takes time to sit with us and reassure us?  Haven’t we have those experiences where we are sharing our lives in fellowship with a fellow Christian and something they say just clicks with us, almost as if He himself had spoken directly to our hearts?

This is the joy of epiphany - Jesus is always more.  No matter what you believe about Jesus, Jesus is more.  No matter what you hope for from Jesus, he will do more.  No matter what you think you can do, he will use you for more.  

And yet we still find ourselves struggling to make time for prayer, bible study, giving, and service.  We know Jesus is more, we know that these practices enrich our lives, we know we feel more at peace, more satisfied, more purposeful, and more productive when we turn ourselves towards God, and yet we decide not to.

God’s promises are so hard to believe that we often simply don’t believe them.  It is hard, after a long day or work to come home and make the time to read the bible and so we convince ourselves that we’ll just watch one more TV show before we start.  It is hard to wake up 20 minutes earlier in the morning to make time for prayer and so we convince ourselves that the sleep will make us feel better.  It is hard to drag ourselves to church on a cold winter morning right after a holiday and so we convince ourselves that we won’t miss much because no one else will be there.  It is hard to stop to help someone in need when we are in a rush to get somewhere and so we convince ourselves that someone else will do it.
But the truth of epiphany is that Jesus is more.  I see signs every year (I think the Godwin’s have one in their lawn) that say, “Wise men still seek Him.”

When we seek God, maybe we expect to learn something new, maybe we expect to get some good advice, maybe we expect to get some encouragement, but God has promised so much more.  God has promised guidance, strength, courage, peace, hope, joy, patience, direction, power, fellowship, forgiveness, grace, love…the list goes on.  Brothers and sisters, seek God.  No matter what you expect, no matter what you think, no matter what you desire, no matter what you hope – Jesus will always be more.
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