Flood and Baptism
Punchline:  The flood and Jesus’ baptism are similar (water, emergence, dove).  What does this say about our baptism?

1) Has God given up on us?

a) This is one of the “can’t sleep” questions.

=> on us as individuals – things seems to keep going wrong one after noather

=> on our church – we can’t seem to find a way to get from where we are to where we want to be

=> on our world – things seems to be getting worse, not better

2) Today we celebrate the baptism of the Lord, which we also read this week according to our schedule.  This week, we also read the story of the flood and Noah’s ark.

=> These stories share many similarities.

a) Water – Noah’s earth was submerged in water, Christ was submerged in the water

b) Dove – Noah’s flood ended with the dove bringing him the olive branch.  Christ’s baptism ended with a the Holy Spirit descending as a dove upon him.

c) Covenant – Noah’s flood ended with God setting a bow in the heavens and promising never to destroy the earth with a flood again.  Christ’s baptism ended with God speaking from the heavens saying that Christ was his beloved son, in whom he was pleased.

=> we can say that the flood in Genesis was God’s baptism of creation.

Often times, when we talk about baptism, we understand it as a washing away of sin.

A while ago, I was talking with a friend and he said he was joining a different church and he was going to be rebaptized.  We talked about it a bit more and eventually he said, “He needed to be rebaptized because he had done some pretty bad things since the last time he was baptized.”  He argued that his sin was washed away when he was first baptized, but he sinned again after that so he needed to be washed again, right?  Makes sense?  Historically at different periods in history, people have waited until their death bed to be baptized so that all their sin would be cleaned right before they were judged.  Seems like they beat the system.
Except that when we look at both of these stories – the stories of Christ’s baptism and Noah’s flood (the baptism of creation) – we get a bit of a different picture.

Why did God send the flood?  To wash away sin.  Chapter 6, verse 5 says, “The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth and every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.”  So he decides to send the flood to wipe them out.  But now fast forward to chapter 8, verse 21.  Right after the waters recede and Noah leaves the Ark, what does God say, “I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, even though the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.”

=> The flood was not successful in washing away human sin.  There was sin before and the exact same sin still existed after.  Human nature was the same the day before the flood as the day after the flood and yet God says there is no need for another flood.
Now if we look Christ’s baptism, we can say that it was not to wash away his sin because he was free of sin.  If washing away of sin were the only purpose of baptism, Christ would not have been baptized.  He was the same before and after the baptism.
So, what is the point of baptism?  If it’s not to wash away our sins, why do we make such a big deal out of it and why do the scriptures make such a big deal out of it?

Baptism is not about a legalistic or physical change, but a change in relationship.  When we were baptized, we did not suddenly stop sinning.  When we were baptized, God did not suddenly forgive things that he had not forgiven before.  When we were baptized, we did not suddenly become perfectly obedient disciples.  But when we were baptized, we became God’s adopted children and God claims us as his own.  In baptism, God promised that he would never give up on us.
1 John 3:1 “ See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.”
I think this verse from scripture summarizes what happened in Noah’s flood, what happened at Christ’s baptism, and what happens to each of us when we are baptized.

“ See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.”
After the flood, God committed himself to this world and said, “I will never give up on this world.  I will stick with it and it will be my world until the end of time.”

After Christ’s baptism, God committed himself to Christ and said, “This is my son no matter what.  I am proud of him and I will stick with him.”

Similarly, in our baptisms, God commits himself to us, saying, “You are my children.  I am pleased with you.  I will never give up on you.  I am proud of you and I will stick with you no matter what.”

Regardless of the fact that baptism does prevent us from sinning, regardless of the fact that we are still broken, disobedient, selfish, stubborn, human beings, God commits to us none the less.  In our baptisms, God proclaims, “You are my beloved sons and daughters with whom I am well pleased.”
Throughout scripture, water is the symbol for chaos.  In creation, before anything was made, the spirit hovered over the watery chaos.  Moses brought the Israelites through the Red Sea, Joshua brought them across the Jordan river.  Think about how many storms there are in the bible – Jonah, Jesus, Paul getting shipwrecked…In revelation at the very end of the bible, one of the promises is: the sea will be no more.  Why?  Because the sea is a symbol of chaos.

So it is no coincidence that the element used for baptism is water.  In choosing water for the sacrament of baptism, God proclaims that no chaos, no turmoil, no storm, no confusion…nothing in all creation will ever separate us from God.  God uses the very thing that assaults us and harms us, the very symbol of fear and doubt, to proclaim his eternal commitment to us.  God is now and forever superior to the forces of nature, society, the world, and our own sin which assault us.
And so, as we celebrate the Lord’s baptism and as we remember the flood, we also remember our baptisms.  We proclaim that in our baptism God made a commitment to us and promised to never forsake us We proclaim that God is pleased with us and we are his beloved.   We proclaim that we are God’s children, and though we sin, though we backslide, thought we stumble, we proclaim that we are loved unconditionally and perfectly.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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