Predestination
Punchline: God chooses whom he will use for his purposes.  We may know some of his reasoning, but often it is mysterious.  This is good news because it means we are never ineligible.

1) Predestination.

a. An often misunderstood part of Presbyterian theology – Especially by non-Presbyterians, but also by Presbyterians as well.

i. A lot of people think it means that God just arbitrarily picks people to go to heaven or hell without any rhyme or reason.  This is incorrect.
b. What do we mean when we say pre-destination?  Why does it matter?  Should we get rid of it (the church reformed and always reforming means we need to rethink our assumptions every now and then)?

2) We’ve been reading in Genesis so far through Chapter 32 or so, but y’all are familiar with many of the stories from Genesis.  Can you remember some of the sets of brothers in Genesis? <Slide>
a. Cain and Abel (and Seth)

b. Isaac and Ishmael

c. Jacob and Esau

d. Joseph, Benjamin, and the others

e. Ephraim and Manasseh (Joseph’s sons)
=> Now of these sets of brothers, who is the older?  Cain, Ishmael, Esau, the others, Manasseh.  Whom did God favor?  Abel (and Seth), Isaac, Jacob, Joseph & Benjamin, Manasseh.  Of the six sets of brothers in Genesis (Abraham was older and favored over Nahor), in five of the sets, the younger was favored over the older.
Now we might say, “Well, the younger brothers were more obedient or more faithful or more deserving than the older brothers.  That’s why God favored them.”  (I, being the younger of two brothers appreciate this thought.)  It’s true that Abel offered a more pleasing sacrifice than Cain, possibly because Cain brought “some” of his fruits while Abel brought the “fat portions”, maybe you could say Ishmael was born to a servant whereas Isaac was born to Sarah, but if we look at our text today, Jacob and Esau were twins and even before they were born, God said to Rebekah, their mother: <slide> “Two nations are in your womb,
And two peoples from within you will be separated:

One people will be stronger than the other,

And the older will serve the younger.”

God chose to favor Jacob for no reason at all.  And if we continue with the story we see that Jacob was in fact a real bad apple.  (In fact, his name which means “he grasps the heel” became an idiom, a saying, that meant “to deceive” – like “pulling your chain” or “putting one over on.”  Someone might say to another, “That con man totally Jacob-ed you.”)  Jacob took advantage of his brother’s hunger, he lied to his father to steal the blessing, he manipulated his father in law to get the best livestock from the flock…and the whole time he is indignant about it – yelling at people whenever they rightly accuse him of being up to something.
This pattern is also not limited to Genesis – look at Paul who was originally known as Saul.  He was happily on his way to persecute and kill Christians when Jesus appeared to him and not only set him straight, but made him into one of the most important figures in Christianity.  He certainly didn’t merit and didn’t deserve to be given another chance.  By all rights, God should have blasted him with a lightning bolt and sent him straight to hell.  Moses – a murderer, David – an adulterer, Matthew – a tax collector…
But this pattern that we see of God favoring people whom the world sees as second class and God redeeming people who do not deserve it - is the very essence of God’s graceful nature.  God favors the weak, God favors the outcast, God favors the lowly, God favors the sinner.  The beatitudes which we read in Matthew two weeks ago: Blessed are the poor in spirit.  Blessed are the meek.  Blessed are those who mourn.

God demonstrates time and time again that he is not limited by our thinking.  God does not need to choose the strong because he is the strength of the weak.  God does not need to choose the rich because he is the wealth of the poor.  God does not need to choose the pure because he is the righteousness of the sinner.  And this is what predestination is all about – God chooses.  God is the one who chooses his instruments.  God is the one who chooses his leaders.  God is the one who chooses whom he will use, whom he will favor and whom he will bless.  We do not earn it, we do not buy it, we do not deserve it.  <Slide>
Sometimes we know why God chooses – When Paul was converted, he said that everyone was amazed, recognizing him as someone who used to persecute Christians.  But often times all we can do is trust God that he chose the person who was right for the job, even though we would have chosen someone completely different.

Brothers and sisters, Frank, Tom, Jeanne, John - you are chosen, not by this congregation, and not by the nominating committee, but by God.  Whether you are an older sibling or a younger sibling, whether you know the book of order like the back of your hand or don’t even know what the book of order is, whether you have faith like a rock or aren’t even sure if God is out there, God has chosen you.  We will probably never know exactly why God chose each of us but we know we are chosen.  Like Moses, like the prophets, like countless characters in the bible, we might protest, saying, “But God I’m not good at whatever.”  “But God, I’ve done so many bad things.”  “But God, I’m too old.”   “But God, so and so would be such a better choice.”  But that does not change the fact that we have been chosen and it does not change the fact that God chose the exact right person for the job.  In fact, God may have chosen you for the very fact that you’re not good at whatever, for the very fact that you have done some bad things (and by the way, we ALL have), for the very fact that you’re old, for the very fact that by all measures someone else would be a better choice – because God does not want you to be glorified; God wants himself to be glorified.  Like Abel, like Isaac, like Jacob, like Joseph, Like Manasseh – you are favored by God and you have been chosen for a job.  Know that God did not make a mistake in creating you, know that God can use whoever he would like, and know that God has chosen you.
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