Redemption
Punchline: Redemption involves bad turning into good, not just good following bad.  Redemption comes from: 1) Admitting shortcomings to God and others, 2) Being willing to make amends, 3) Changed ways
1)  “You intended to harm, but God intended it for good.” – the punch line of the Joseph story.  The brothers wanted to kill Joseph and decided to sell him into slavery instead so they could make a buck, but it turned out that in doing so, they not only saved themselves and their family, but an entire nation of people.  When the famine came, they were able to get food only because of Joseph.
In sports and in other arenas, when we talk about redemption we just mean something good following or overshadowing something bad.  “This player had a loss, but then had an even bigger victory.”  But that’s not what the bible means when it talks about redemption.  In the bible, redemption means something good coming out of something bad, not just following it.

“You intended to harm, but God intended it for good.”  The good thing came directly as a result of the bad things and could not have happened any other way.  Some great examples of redemption:  The brothers’ actions were redeemed - God turned something awful into something miraculous which could not have come any other way.  Paul was redeemed and he only became who he became because of the terrible things he had done earlier.  And of course the ultimate example of redemption: the cross.  The Romans and Jewish leaders intended to harm Jesus, but God intended it for good.  If there were no Good Friday, we could not have Easter Sunday.  If there were no cross, we could not have the empty tomb.  If there were not death, there could not be resurrection.  Redemption is when God takes a bad situation and creates good that could not have come any other way.

Redemption is God’s work, and God is constantly at work redeeming all our mistakes, from the biggest to the smallest, and even redeeming us as broken and sinful creatures, but we also have a part to play in redemption.  In particular, we have to forgive ourselves.  If you’re anything like me, you beat yourself up about your mistakes way more than anyone else does and other people are quick to forgive you but you are slow to forgive yourself.  When we look back at a bad situation, especially one that is our fault, we can’t just hope that God will redeem it and we’ll just mve.  We have to take some steps ourselves to be at peace with our past.  And this is God’s ultimate goal in redemption – for us to be at peace with our past.  Can you imagine what it would be like if your truly did not have any regrets.  If you could look at your past and see the good that came out of every mistake you made and see how wonderful blessings that you have today could not have come any other way?  God’s redemption of our past mistakes offers us the chance to replace regret with peace.
That’s the situation for Joseph’s brothers here in the last chapter of Genesis.

Their actions had already been redeemed in that God had already used Joseph for good even though they had intended harm.  However, they were not at peace with the past.  They were afraid of the consequences, they were guilty and ashamed of their actions (can you imagine Jacob’s reaction when he heard that Joseph was alive – I’m sure he was extremely happy at first, but then he would have realized that the other 11 lied to him all these years) – so guilt and shame, they felt unworthy of Joseph’s generosity….God had made redemption “out there” in the silos full of grain and Joseph’s crown, but the brothers still felt regret in their hearts.

So, as they approached Joseph, they did 3 things which made God’s redemption their own – which replaced their regrets with peace; which changed redemption from something “out there” that God does to something “in here” that they could really feel and personalize.

 (And these are in order…you can’t do them out of order)

#1 – They confessed to the person they had harmed.  They confessed to Joseph.  Notice that they didn’t make excuses, didn’t try to blame anyone…they took responsibility for their actions.  And not only that, they confessed to their father Jacob, whom they had also harmed because they had lied to him about his son (we know because Jacob asked Joseph to forgive them).  Notice that in doing so, they also confessed to God – “please forgive the servants of the God of your father.”  So step 1 – confess to those harmed, confess to God.
#2 – They were willing to make amends.  They were willing to try to make up for their errors.  They didn’t just go to Joseph and say, “Sorry we sold you into slavery, please forgive us.”  They said, “We are your slaves.”  Some people might see this as an eye-for-an-eye: You were a slave, now we will be slaves.  We did you wrong, now you get to do us wrong.  However, that’s not how redemption works.  What’s really going on here is the brothers are trying to do Joseph right.  They are not offering to be slaves so he can punish them, they are offering to be slaves so they can serve him.  If, just for example, you wrecked someone’s car – redemptive amends would not be letting them wreck your car; redemptive amends would be fixing their car back up.  I did you wrong and now we will do you right.  Step 2: make amends.
#3 – Changing ways.  Notice Joseph’s last request to the brothers – carry up my bones from here when you leave.  They sold him into Egypt and now he requests that they carry him back up out of Egypt.  This oath they take shows that they have changed their ways and as long as they are in Egypt carrying those bones, they are reminded of their old ways and the new way that they are trying to live.  Step 3: change ways.
This process is difficult – all three steps take lot of character, spiritual maturity, faith, and courage, but look at the benefits – in finding redemption for themselves, in internalizing and personalizing it, the brothers cast off their shame, their guilt, their fear, their doubt and most of all their regret.  They could look back on the past, see how they made mistakes, see how God had used their mistakes and be at peace.  This is redemption and I pray that for each of us, it is not just something out there that God does.  I pray that for each of us, redemption is something we know, something we feel, something we participate in, and something we strive for.  I pray that we cast off our shame, our guilt, our fear, our doubt, and our regret.  I pray that one day we will be able to look back at our lives, our church, our community and our world and say, “We had all kinds of harmful and broken intentions, but all along God intended good.”  I pray that all of us will one day be able to replace our regrets with peace.
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