Entitlement
Punchline:

Grammar lesson – if vs. since, subjunctive vs. indicative

Indicative: “Since you are a rock star…” – shows something that is fact
Subjunctive: “If you were a rock star….” - shows something that is contrary to fact

In these sentences, the devil says “ei” you are the son of god…  “ei” can mean if or since.

But the devil clearly uses the indicative for the word are.  In other words, in this conversation, there is no doubt that Jesus is the Son of God.  The devil is not attacking Jesus’ doubt.  They both agree that Jesus is the son of god.
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So what is the devil attacking?  Well, he says, “Since you are the son of God, turn this stone into bread.”  “Since you are the son of God, throw yourself from the temple.”  And of course the second temptation – look at all this power and wealth.- it can all be yours.

What is he attacking?  Jesus’ entitlement.

In the gospel of Luke, we hear so many prophecies and praise of Jesus up to this point (which is only the 4th chapter).  An angel visits his mother and tells her she is favored because she will give birth to him, angels visit shepherd to tell of his birth, his older cousin doesn’t even feel worthy to tie his sandals, two great leaders in the temple – Simeon and Anna - praise God for him and call him the salvation of Israel.  It says twice in chapter 2 that he increased in wisdom and in divine and human favor.  It’s no wonder the devil attacked his sense of entitlement.  Can you imagine any human being who grew up with that kind of praise being heaped on them all the time?  How big would their head get?
And so the devil didn’t attack Jesus’ doubt.  But cunningly the devil said, “You know, SINCE everyone loves you, SINCE you’re so great, SINCE you’re so important…don’t you deserve a loaf of bread.  Your father wouldn’t have given you the power to turn this stone into bread if he didn’t want you to use it.  Look at all the people who are less righteous than you but have full stomachs.  Surely, you’ve earned it after fasting for forty days.”  And then “Look at all this wealth and power.  SINCE you’re the messiah, you deserve it.  Look at all the people who have more money and power than you.  Surely they’re not more important than you.”  And finally, “Look at all the people who doubt you.  SINCE you know you’re the savior, don’t you deserve to be recognized?  Shouldn’t you prove it so everyone will understand?  After all the miracles you’ve done, haven’t you earned people’s respect?”
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I’m sure the devil used words like “deserve” and “earned” a whole lot in these temptations.  And I’m sure the devil compared Jesus to other people who behaved worse, but had more.  He played on Jesus’ sense of entitlement.

Notice that Jesus responses have nothing to do with WHETHER he is the son of God.  He does not rebuke the devil by affirming that he is the son of God – by talking about all the angels and shepherds and prophets.  He rebukes the devil by talking about humility – “One does not live by bread alone.”  “Worship the Lord only.”  “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

Jesus’ rebukes the devil by affirming his proper place in relation to God.  He affirms that everything he has, everything he does, and everything he will do is according to the will of the father.  He affirms that he only deserves what the father has given him.  He affirms that he only does what the father commands him.  And he affirms that the father can do with other people whatever the father chooses.  Jesus combats the temptation of entitlement with humility.

Have you ever felt a sense of entitlement?  I know I have.  At my house, my wife has certain chores to do and I have certain chores to do.  And my wife, for whatever reason, doesn’t get her chores done, guess what….I’m not going to do mine!  Never mind that I have the time; never mind that it’s my responsibility; never mind that her choices have nothing to do with my choices.  If she’s not going to, I’m not going to!  But even more than that, how often do we buy things we don’t need because “I work hard.  I deserve this.”?  How often do we hoard our time and money because we believe it’s really ours?  How often do we compare ourselves to other people?  How often do we compare our church to other churches?  And resent them because it seems like we’re working harder but they’re getting all the success?  
That sense of entitlement is completely toxic to a life of faith.


When we start to think we’ve earned something or deserve something or when we compare ourselves to other people, then we get to feeling like God owes us.  And if we think God owes us then when God doesn’t deliver, we resent Him.  Deep down I think a little voice in us sometimes says, “God, I’ve worked so hard and for so long for this company and that guy I hate gets the promotion?!?!  What kind of God are you?”  And when we resent God, we start ignoring God, and we even start putting ourselves in God’s place.  Deep down the voice starts to say, “Boy, if I were God, I would’ve given me that promotion.”

And this is why during Lent, we practice fasting and this is why it’s so important, not only during Lent.  We must remind ourselves that we can live without TV or the car radio or chocolate or whatever it might be.  We must break our attachment to worldly things and human praise because attachment leads to entitlement.  We must humble ourselves in the face of God and remember our place.  We need look no further than what’s going on in Japan to remember our place. It’s not to have the things we want or to have security or live a life protected from tragedy.  Our place is to use what he has given us for his purposes: our material things, our time, and our skills and abilities.  Our place is not to ask why we don’t have the things we want or why someone else has the things they have.  We must break our sense of entitlement by breaking our attachments.


Brothers and sisters, hear the good news By fasting, we grow in humility and we break attachments.  Jesus was able to resist the temptations of the devil and his spirit is with us and in us.  As we humble ourselves and break our attachments, as we confront our entitlement – we will not feel deprived, we will feel free.  Be strong in your fasts, be humble in your walk, break your attachments, confront your sense of entitlement – and be free.
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