Thy Kingdom Come
Punchline: Christ is our king, which means he protects us and creates security and structure in our lives, (by way of his authority) but it also means he demands obedience.

The book of judges (which we’ll be getting to later this month) and the beginning of 1 Samuel describe a time in Israel’s history when they were more or less settled in the Promised Land, but did not have an organized government.  They had laws given from God and judges to interpret those laws, but there was no enforcement.  The bible says Judges 21:25 “In those days, there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes.” <Slide>
Now, as you can imagine, this didn’t work out very well.  As Presbyterians we believe very strongly in the brokenness of human nature and this is no exception.  Without enforcement of the rules, things were chaotic, almost anarchy.  And so in 1 Samuel the people asked for a king.  They demanded that someone be set above them to enforce order, allow prosperity, ensure peace – all the things that a government is supposed to do.  Samuel warns them “if you have a king, the king will demand things of you – your sons to fight in the military, your crops to feed the troops, your cattle and donkeys to work at the palace and he will take them from you – you can’t get order, prosperity and peace for free.”  And they decide they want one anyway and they go on to have many kings, some good and some bad.
On Palm Sunday, <Slide> Jesus rides into Jerusalem in the manner of a conquering king entering a defeated city.  Traditionally, the king would be welcomed by his new subjects with songs about his greatness and his valor.  People would spread cloaks on the road and wave leafy branches to welcome him to the city.  They would often ascribe divinity to him, calling him the names of the Greek or Roman Gods.  He would head straight for the temple to offer a sacrifice to his God of choice for the victory (remember that Jesus’ first act when he comes to Jerusalem is to go to the temple and chase out the people selling sacrifices).  Jesus is our king, who has come to bring order, prosperity and peace.

Now, kings must derive their authority from somewhere.  King David was chosen by Samuel the prophet.  Solomon was wise.  Some kings proved themselves in battle.  Other kings were simply the son of the previous king.  But every king gets his authority from somewhere.  What is the source of Jesus’ authority?  It wasn’t his descent – his father was a carpenter, not a king.  It wasn’t his deeds in battle – he never fought in any wars.  No, Jesus authority came from creation itself.  The wind and the waves obey him.  The demons trembled before him.  He healed the sick and gave sight to the blind.  In this passage, Luke writes that if his authority were not proclaimed by his disciples, the stones themselves would cry out.  Jesus’ authority comes from creation itself.  He has power to establish his rule, not just in Jerusalem or in the Roman Empire, but throughout the earth, even to the stars and galaxies.  Jesus is our king and Jesus is the king of kings.  Jesus came to bring order, prosperity and peace to all creation.  
Are there aspects of your life which have a need for order, prosperity and peace?  Is your life chaotic, or possibly almost anarchy?  There is still a lot of uncertainty about the nuclear reactors in Japan and the recovery efforts.  Libya is in the middle of a revolution.  Our church’s future is uncertain.  People get sick.  The economy isn’t great.  We almost had a government shutdown.  And inside we all have moments of chaos – whether it be from addiction, depression, abuse, shame, guilt, anger, or just a general sense that we are not good enough.  We need order, prosperity and peace!  We need a king!

Unfortunately, Samuel’s caution in 1Samuel also applies to us.  As we consider making Jesus our king, we have to remember that he will demand things from us to build his kingdom.  We cannot get the order, prosperity and peace without making some sacrifices of our own.  In particular, in this passage, Jesus demands a colt never ridden before from a stranger.  The only explanation given is “Just say the Lord needs it.”  We don’t get to hear what happened to the owner of the colt and often times, the owner is described as obedience and generous and a model of selfless giving, but I have a hard time believing that this person happily and cheerfully gave up a colt simply because two people came and said, “The Lord needs it.”  More likely, there was arguing, bitterness, anger and resentment before the owner finally accepted that he needed to give up the colt to his king.
This is the price of having a king.  If we are to set Jesus as the king over our lives and our church, we have to be willing to obey him at all costs.  A king whose authority is not respected by his subjects, whose orders are not followed, whose rules are not enforced…has no ability to bring order, prosperity or peace to his kingdom.  If we are not willing to give up the things the king demands – our time, our talent, and our treasure…our vision of what the church should do or be like…our beliefs on what’s best for the country…our own personal wealth and security – then our king and all his authority will be unable to bring order to our lives.
And what does a king do when his subjects disobey?  He punishes them.  In fact, in the parable just before this story, Jesus likens himself to a man who goes to a foreign country be king and there are people there who do not want him to be king.  <Slide> Once he gains power and authority, the king says, “As for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them – bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.”


I think sometimes when we think of Palm Sunday and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we get hung up on the idea that Jesus was humble and meek and lowly and forget the fact that he is still our king.  We imagine that he will bring order, prosperity and peace into our lives without any sacrifice on our part and that our disobedience will result in a slap on the wrist, if that.

The truth is, when the king demands something, we  must obey or face the consequences.  Our obedience to Christ, our king, is not optional.  It is not something that we can be wishy-washy about or do half way.  We obey our king because our obedience will bring order, prosperity, and peace into the kingdom, but we also obey our king because the alternative is death.  To disobey Christ our king is to resign ourselves to spiritual and sometimes physical death.

What is the king ordering you to do today?  Is the king ordering you to read the bible more or pray more or give more?  Is the king ordering you to seek help from a therapist or a 12 step group?  Is the king ordering you to share your faith with people at work?  You have a choice between order, prosperity, and peace or death.  Ask the king what his orders are for you, but be warned that you may not like them.  They will bring order, prosperity, and peace but they will demand obedience at the cost of death.
<slide>
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we have a king: The king of kings, the king of the Jews, the king who comes in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Our king, like all kings has authority, but our king’s authority is derived from creation itself.  Our king desires to build a kingdom of order, prosperity, and peace for us and for all people.  Our king demands our obedience and the punishment for disobedience is death.  Friends, let us obey the king and let us build his kingdom of order, prosperity and peace in our lives and in our church.
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