Remember How He Told You
Punchline: Jesus made many promises and predictions to us as well.  Do we live our lives expecting them to be fulfilled?

"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.  Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." <slide>
These are the words that the two angels spoke to the terrified women on Easter morning.  The women had come to the tomb to honor Jesus’ body having rested on the Sabbath day, only to find his body gone and two men in dazzling white.  They were terrified and confused and do not know or understand what has happened until the two men remind them.  They said, “Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again."
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus predicts his betrayal, death, and resurrection at least 3 times: 


When Peter confesses that he is the messiah, Jesus says, “Luke 9:22  The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised."


After he casts out a demon - Luke 9:44-45  "Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands."  45 But they did not understand this saying; its meaning was concealed from them, so that they could not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.


Luke 18:31-34  Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.  32 For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon.  33 After they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again."  34 But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

Whenever Jesus made a prediction, nobody understood what he was talking about.  Maybe they thought he was talking in parables.  Maybe they thought he was exaggerating or being over dramatic, maybe they just didn’t want to believe what he said.  But nobody believed or understood him, even though he clearly predicted his betrayal, death, and resurrection three times.  But on Easter morning, when the angels remind the women of Jesus’ predictions they remembered what he had told them and they understood the meaning of the empty tomb.  They understood that Jesus had to suffer and be sacrificed and would be raised from the dead.  They understood that Jesus had not been telling a parable and was not being over dramatic.  They understood that the empty tomb was God’s sign that death and sin had been defeated for all eternity.  And they remembered how Jesus had told them it would happen that way.
“Remember how he told you.”  That’s what the angels say to the women.  “Remember how he told you.”  Brothers and sisters, do we remember what Jesus has told us?  As we celebrate Easter, do we live by the promises and predictions that Jesus made?  When we hear them, do we assume Jesus was being overdramatic or was exaggerating?  Do we imagine he was speaking in parables or didn’t really mean what he said?  

Many of us have heard all kinds of explanation about Jesus’ saying, “It is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven than a camel to go through the eye of a needle” that teach us that it does not really mean what it says.  Are we willing to remember what he told us?

We have heard explanations about the multiplication of the loaves and fishes and how the real miracle was “sharing.”  Are we willing to remember what happened?
Some have even gone so far as to say that some of  his teachings – maybe about divorce, maybe about sexuality, maybe about helping the poor - don’t really apply anymore.  Why are we so afraid to remember what he told us?

The truth is, when we remember how he told us to live, when we remember how he told us to treat one another, when we remember how he predicted things will turn out, and when we remember his promises – then we can  also fully understand the power and meaning of the empty cross and the empty tomb.  We can fully understand what it means that Christ defeated death and sin and we can fully become a part of his new kingdom.
Remember how he told you that the last shall be first and the first shall be last!

Remember how he told you that those who become humble like a child will be the greatest in the kingdom!
Remember how he told you that the poor will be blessed, but the rich have already received their consolation.
Remember how he told you they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of his name!

Remember how he told you that if you seek, you will find!  If you ask, it will be given!  If you knock, the door will be opened!

Remember how he told you that whoever has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for the sake of the good news, will receive a hundredfold now in this age-- houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions-- and in the age to come eternal life.
Remember how he told you he would be with you, even to the end of the age!

Remember how he told you that the Holy Spirit would come to be our advocate!

Remember how he told you that he was coming back!

Remember how he told you that there would be no more crying, no more pain, no more tears, no more sin, and no more death!

Remember how he told you that you have power to cast out demons, to heal the sick, the strengthen the poor and to bring good news to the desperate!
Brothers and sisters, remember how he told you!  Jesus made so many promises and so many predictions, some good, some bad, some encouraging, some challenging - it is hard for us to understand them and to believe them.  Like the disciples, like the women, sometimes it’s easier to ignore them or pretend that Jesus was exaggerating or being over dramatic.  It’s hard to live a life built on such seemingly outrageous predictions.  But the message of Easter, the message of the empty cross and the empty tomb, is that Jesus’ teachings, Jesus predictions, and Jesus’ promises - no matter how outrageous and how unbelievable…are true.  We can trust in everything he promised.  We can be assured of every prediction he made.  We can count on the consequences he warned.  We can claim the rewards he offered.  
Jesus has defeated death.  Jesus has defeated sin.  Jesus offers us lives of peace, purpose, and power.  Jesus is coming back.  Remember how he told you.
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