Trajectory
Punchline: To understand God’s future, we have to understand our past.

1) First story after the resurrection and the first appearance of the risen Christ: the Road to Emmaus <Slide 1>
a. A stranger approaches them

b. They tell him what happened in Jerusalem

c. He explains how it was all predicted in scripture
d. He pretends to keep going

e. They invite him to stay and eat

f. The risen Christ was made known in the breaking of bread

=> My question has always been: Why didn’t Jesus reveal himself from the start?  Why didn’t he just run up to them and say, “Look it’s me!  Jesus!  I’m risen!”

In physics, Newton came up with a theory and the mathematics so that given the position and direction of a particle, you could predict its trajectory at any time in the future. Imagine a billiard table with a billiard ball bouncing around on it.  Basically, Newton said that if you know where the ball is and how fast and what direction it’s going, you can predict when it will hit each wall and you can predict exactly where it will go for all time into the future and you can also determine exactly where it’s been.  If you know the ball’s position and direction, you can predict its trajectory. <Slide 2>
Now, I know Jesus didn’t know physics, it hadn’t been invented yet, but I think this is a good metaphor that can explain Jesus’ actions.  I think the reason Jesus concealed his identity was because he thought it was just as important for the disciples to see the direction of God’s work in the world as it was to see the position of God’s work in the world.  Jesus didn’t just want the disciples to know that he had been risen.  He wanted them to know that it had been predicted all along and that God’s plan from the beginning of time was to bring resurrection and redemption to all creation.  The disciples needed to know that this was not just an isolated event, but part of a larger trajectory.  <Slide>
And so, instead of just revealing himself to them and blowing their minds, he went through all the scriptures and prophecies, showing them the long term trajectory of creation.  He showed them how God had always planned for this to happen, how God had known it would happen, and how God was always at work making it happen.  He demonstrated to them that Christ’s resurrection from the tomb after his death on the cross wasn’t just a fluke or a band-aid or a patch, but was the plan from the very beginning.  Before they could be ready to understand the future with the risen Christ, they had to understand the whole trajectory of creation.
What that means for us as individuals and as a church is that we cannot move into our future until we come to terms with our past.  This year, as a church, we’re focusing on “Being still and listening.”  We want God to reveal himself to us, just as he made himself know to the disciples in the breaking of the bread.  We want God to give us a clear trajectory into the future – to show us where we’re going and how we can get there.  This passage teaches us that we must first understand our past.  Before we will be ready to see God’s future for us – as a church or as individuals – we must look back into our past and understand how this very day, with all its good and bad, with all its joy and disappointment, with all its promise and fear -  has been a part of God’s plan from the very start.  What events have led us here today?  What people has God sent to help us along the way?  What signs has God given us that God’s hand is at work?  What is the long term trajectory that God has put us on?
God has been at work in each of our lives bringing us to this point today and God has been at work in the life of this church brining it to today.  We are on a particular trajectory that God has chosen and we can see where we are going if we understand where we came from.  Everything…all things….Good Friday and Easter Sunday, the empty cross and the empty tomb, your being here today and my being here today – are all part of a greater trajectory.  We may not understand it, we may not agree with it, but we can see it and predict it and embrace it.

And ultimately, the final trajectory of creation is towards resurrection.  When we study the past, in scripture, in history books, and our lives, we can see that God always, always redeems.  We see the same cycle throughout the bible: things get bad, people disobey, times get tough, God’s people suffer, but God always brings them back around.  It is in the breaking of the bread <slide> that the disciples recognized the risen Lord and when we break bread together our eyes are also opened.  When we look back at what God has done and what Christ has done, we can see how powerful, how great, how perfect…God’s love is for us.  We can see that God gave his body and blood for us.  We can see that God loves all of us and will stop at nothing, not even death itself, to save us.  We can see that God will build his kingdom and that his promises will come true.  Brothers and sisters, look into our past – as individuals, as a church, and as God’s people – and you will be able to predict our future.
PAGE  
1

