Something for Nothing
Punchline: God is worthy of our service, even without a reward.
Immature faith -> bargaining with God – Especially when things aren’t going well we ask God how we can get what we want.

For over 300 years, both Israel and Judah – (sometimes called Samaria and Jerusalem) have been disobedient to the law of God.  They’ve worshipped other Gods, they’ve intermarried with the native people, they’ve even sacrificed their own children.  Year after year, king after king, generation after generation - God’s people continue to go astray.
Along comes Josiah, who finally does what is right in the sight of the Lord.  He does not turn from the ways of God.  He works to restore the temple and in the midst of this he finds the book of the law in the temple.  <slide> He reads it and realizes how far off course the people of God have gone and so he consults a prophetess Huldah to figure out what to do.  Now here’s where we hear the really bad news – it’s already too late.
God has already decided to bring a disaster upon Judah (in particular, the Babylonians are going to come and invade and take all the people away to work from them) in order to correct their sin and there’s nothing Josiah can do about it.  That’s the way it’s going to be.

Now put yourself in Josiah’s shoes for a minute.  You’ve worked hard to stay on the right track, you’ve been faithful, you’ve done what was right, you restored the temple, and you even found the lost book of the law.  You’ve been a good king after centuries of bad kings.  And now when you finally get a chance to talk to God, he says it’s already too late.  What would you do?

My first thought would be to bargain – “Okay God, what do I have to do to avoid this outcome?”

If that didn’t work, I think I would probably just give up.  It would be really tempting to shrug my shoulders and say, “It doesn’t really matter what we do now.  If we’re going to be exiled no matter what, why bother trying.  And since we’re going to get exiled anyway, we might as well have some fun while we’re at it – right?”
It’s our human nature to constantly be asking the question “What’s in it for me?”   Most of the things we think are how to make our lives and the lives of our families better.  Most of our time is used to provide for ourselves and our families.  Most of the money we spend is on ourselves and our families.  And sadly, even our spiritual journeys often turn into this – it’s our nature to choose a church based on what we can get out of it (back in college I chose my church because it was closer to where I lived and because a girl I liked was a Presbyterian).  It’s our nature to behave better when someone else is watching.  It’s our nature to give more or serve more if we think we can get something out of it – even something as small or a simple as a pat on the back and an “attaboy.”
1) Quote from page 54 of “What Difference Do It Make?”  <slide 2>
But what does Josiah do?  Josiah does something for nothing.  <slide 3> In spite of what the prophetess tells him, he spends the rest of his life and reign as king trying to reform the country.  He has all the people come together and renew the covenant with God.  He throws all the idols out of the temple and destroys them across the land.  He reinstitutes the Passover celebration.  He killed the priests of the high places who had sacrificed wrongly.  Even though he knew the kingdom would be exiled, even though there was nothing he could do to change it, even though there was nothing in it for him…he still did what was right.  He what was right because it was right.
So as we are “being still and listening as a church” and as we consider how we live discipleship day to day, what questions are we really asking of God?  Are we asking God how we can get what we want?  Or are we asking God what is the right thing to do?  When we pray, do we say, “Lord, I really want this job.  Tell me what I need to do to get it?”  Or ask, “Lord, is this a job where I can serve you.”  When we think about our church, do we ask, “Lord what do we need to do for our church to survive?” or do we ask “Lord, how can we make an impact with our resources and people?”  When we think about our faith, our works, and our lives, do we ask, “Lord what do I need to do to get into heaven?” or do we ask, “Lord, what is the right thing to do?”  Even things we seem good – like the survival or a church or the welfare of our families and friends – can become obstacles to selfless obedience.
<move to table>
And isn’t that what our faith, and especially the sacrament of communion are all about?  At this table, we remember and we celebrate the work of Jesus Christ who was born, lived, died and was raised for no gain of his own.  For Christ, obedience was not a means to an end – it was not a way for him to get rich or famous or get a pat on the back from other people or from God.   Christ obeyed God simply because it was the right thing to do.  Christ’s body was broken and Christ’s blood was shed so that the father’s will, not his, would be done.  Brothers and sisters, as we consider where we are going as a church and where we are going as individuals, may we also have the courage and faith to obey God – not to get something that we assume is good – but, simply because it is the right thing to do.
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