Facing Problems
Punchline: Solomon does not ask for God to remove his problem.  He asks God to help him face his problem.

1) We all have problems

a) some are hard and some are easy

b) some we bring on ourselves, some are brought on us by others, some are just a part of life

c) some we are excited to tackle and some we are afraid of

=> We all have problems

And the whole basis of the Christian faith is that when we are in a relationship with God, we receive help with our problems.

Solomon had a problem.  He was the ruler of all the people of Israel.  Now if we think back through all the stories we’ve been reading so far about the Israelites, we can see that Solomon had a very big problem in front of him.  The Israelites were not an easy people to manage <Slide 1>– they were stubborn, rebellious, disobedient, selfish, fickle, deceitful, ungrateful, disloyal…how many stories have we read so far in the bible where we look at the Israelite people and just shake our heads and say, “When are they every going to learn?”
So Solomon had a problem before him. Now fortunately for Solomon, God was there to help him with his problem, just as he promised Solomon’s father David.  God came to Solomon in the night and told him to ask for anything.

Now, think about this for a second.  As far as I can remember (maybe I’m wrong) but I don’t think God has made this offer to anyone – not to Abraham, not to Moses, not to David.  Solomon can ask God for anything.  What would you ask for?  If you were about to become the king of the most difficult people in history and God came to you in the middle of the night what would you really ask for?  Being a pastor, I can tell you right away what I would ask for and it wasn’t what Solomon asked for – “God.  Make them do everything I say.”  Boom.  Problem solved, right?  But seriously, if I were Solomon, I could have thought of 10 better ways to solve the problem than he did.  “God, make them more faithful.”  “God, make them stop fighting.”  “God make them listen.”  See, our natural instinct, even when we want to do good, is to ask God to take the problem away.  Think about some of the things you might ask for if God came to you right now and told you to ask anything.  We might ask for world peace.  We might ask that everyone would know Jesus.  We might ask that everyone had enough to eat and a place to stay.  We might ask that God heal someone we love.  In our more selfish moments, we might ask that God grow our church or make us win the lottery or make us famous.  But all of these requests are asking God to make the problems go away.
Solomon doesn’t ask God to make the problem go away.  Solomon asks God to help him face the problem.  <slide 2> Solomon asks for wisdom so that he can govern and lead the people.  Think about that for a minute – he could have asked God to just make the problem go away but instead he asked God for help and strength to face the problem.  And of course, not only does God reward him with great wisdom, but also with prosperity, riches and honor.
When we think about our prayer lives, what do we ask from God.  Are most of our prayers asking God to just remove our problems?  How many of our prayers are asking God to give us the strength, courage, and wisdom to face our problems.

When we think about people we don’t get along with – do we ask God to change their hearts?  Do we ask God to help us avoid them?  (“Please God, don’t let him sit next to me.” Or “Please God, help me find a better work environment”)  Or do we ask God for the patience and humility to love that person?
When we think about politics in our country – do we ask God to remove people we disagree with from positions of power?  Or do we ask God to give us the courage to do what is right, regardless of what anyone else is doing?

When we think about our lives – maybe abuse we have suffered, abuse we have perpetrated, infidelity, addiction, depression – what do we pray for?  Are we praying, “God, just help me forget it and move on?”  For things as serious as abuse, addiction, and depression, our prayers have to become “God, help me have the trust and courage to seek help.”
When we think about our health – do we ask God to make us better, to heal us, to take away our ailments?  Or do we ask God to give us the wisdom and resolve to exercise more, eat healthier, and make better choices?

When we think about our church– what are our prayers?  When we look at our finances and our budget, do we ask God to just take away our reality or do we ask God to give us wisdom to navigate reality faithfully.
When we look at death – the death of friends and family, the death of organizations and churches, even our deaths – do we ask God to snap his fingers and make death go away?  Or do we ask God to give us the courage to face death and the hope to believe in the resurrection?
Jesus walked this very same fork in the road in the Garden of Gethsemane.  <Slide 3> He had a very big problem – armed Roman soldiers were coming to arrest him, interrogate him, and execute him.  He prayed in the garden and even Jesus’ first instinct was to ask God to remove the problem, right?  “Luke 22 Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me” but in the same breath he says “yet, not my will but yours be done."  And the scripture says, “Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength.”  Christ humbled himself and instead of removing the problem from him, God gave him the strength to face it.
Brothers and sisters, as we face many problems – problems in our individual lives, failing health of friends and family, problems in our church, problems in our denomination, problems in our country and its politics, and problems in our world let us remember Solomon’s wisdom and let us remember Christ’s humility.  Let us ask God, not to remove our problems, but to give us the strength to face them.
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