The Truth Ain’t What It Used to Be
Punchline: Do we only listen to God when he says what we want to hear?  Do we only associate with people who agree with us?

We live in a time in our country’s history and because of globalization, a time in the world’s history where the idea of “truth” <Slide 1> is getting a little fuzzy.  Some ways in which we are questioning the idea of “truth” (I’m not saying right or wrong, just observing):

a) used to be the news was the news, now look at all the different spins you can get on the news

b) Science – Pluto isn’t a planet anymore.  Triceratops never existed (it was really a baby version of another dinosaur).

c) Medicine – one week something’s good for you, next week it’s bad for you

d) Wikipedia, e-mail forwards – “if it’s on the internet, it has to be true”

e) Morals:

a. Premarital sex used to be “wrong” – I’m sure people still did it a lot, and didn’t talk about it.  Now it’s expected and you’re weird if you don’t do it.

b. Interracial marriage used to be “wrong”

How can we tell what is “the truth” or if such a thing even exists.

Now it may seem like this is a fairly new development in world history, and in some ways it is, but like a whole lot of things, it’s been going on for centuries and even millennia.  Ahab, the king of Israel, is caught in the middle of a search for “the truth.”

<slide 2>

Ahab wants to go attack Ramoth-gilead an Aramean town.   He gathers an ally to himself in the form of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.  Now Jehoshaphat suggests that Ahab first consult God before they go to battle.  So Ahab summons four hundred prophets who are basically his court “yes-men” and they all tell him that his invasion will be victorious.  Jehoshaphat is no fool and so he asks Ahab if there’s a prophet of the Lord that they can ask.

Ahab says there is one more prophet named Micaiah and he says “I hate him for he never prophesies anything favorable about me but only disaster.”  Micaiah shows up and suprisingly tells Ahab that everything will go well and he will be victorious.  Ahab says, “Come on Micaiah.  Really, what is the truth the Lord told you?”  And Micaiah then tells Ahab that he will lose the battle and he will die.  So Ahab puts Michaiah in jail, goes ahead with his attack and he ends up getting hit with an arrow and dying.
To me, this is a telling story about human nature.  Ahab doesn’t really want to hear the real truth.  He’s already decided what he’s going to do, regardless of what he hears from the prophets or from God.  So he calls in the 400 yes-men to reassure him that it’s the right decision.  He’s not going to change his mind, he’s not going to reconsider, he’s not interested in the truth.  Even when he hears the Micaiah’s prophecy and knows disobedience means death, he throws the prophet in jail and goes ahead with the invasion anyway.  <slide 3> I wish I could look at Ahab and judge him for being so thickheaded, but he sounds a little bit too much like me.
A few weeks ago, (I can’t remember exactly what it was) but I was talking to Lindsay and I said, “Hey, I had this great idea of something we should do.”  And she said, “I told you to do that about 6 months ago.”  Has that ever happened to you?  We are all a little bit like Ahab.  We listen for what we want to hear and ignore what we don’t want to hear – even if it’s the truth.  We surround ourselves with people with whom we already agree.  We listen more to opinions that confirm what we already think than to listen to opinions that disagree with us.  Conservatives watch Fox News.  Liberals watch MSNBC.  We reject ideas that force us to change course and to accept ideas that allow us to continue doing what we are already going to do, even if it means our death.  In this new “marketplace of ideas” where truth is determined by majority vote and popular opinion, we have to be careful that we seek the truth, even if it’s not what we want to hear.

Now I’m sure as we listen to this and as we reflect on Ahab, even as I was writing this, I can think of a million, billion people to point fingers at.  I can tell you how everyone else sold out and let popular opinion or a vocal minority convince them of what they already believed anyway.  I can tell you how everyone who disagrees with me about gay marriage, the debt ceiling, NFL labor talks, the future of our church, our country’s involvement in Libya, our denomination’s new book of order – I can tell you how they all traded in “the truth” for popular opinion  or the easy way and I’m sure y’all can do the same.  But the question today is: “when have I done it?”


When have we surrounded ourselves with people we already agree with so that we could reinforce our existing opinion whether or not it’s the truth?  When have I rejected something as flat out false when really I had already made up my mind and didn’t care whether it was true?  When have I surrounded myself with yes-men and yes-women so that I would always have a group of people who agreed with me?

I think this story of Ahab challenges us to seek out and listen to people outside our normal circles.  I know as I look back on all the continuing education conference and seminars I’ve been to since I’ve been pastor here– every single one has been an official Presbyterian event.  Maybe it’s time for me to go to a Baptist or even mega-church conference!  Isn’t it possible that, as much as I disagree with a lot of the things that a lot of the mega-churches are doing – God is sharing some truth at those events that could be the difference between vitality and death?  (Disclaimer, I’m going to a PCUSA event in August).

Maybe it’s time for us to turn on the “other” news channel to see what they’re saying – not so that we can scoff at how completely crazy they are, but to see if there’s some truth in what they are saying. As we think about the future of our church, maybe we should be asking some unusual people - maybe the people who left our church - what they think.  Maybe God is sharing some truth through them.
The good news in this story of Ahab is that God made it crystal clear what Ahab needed to do to live.  Even before he consulted a single prophet Ahab knew what God wanted him to do and he was supposed to do.  “The truth,” as elusive as it is these days, is often perfectly clear when we ask God and when we’re willing to listen with open hearts and without preconceptions.  Ahab’s problem was not that he couldn’t find the truth; it was that he didn’t like the truth that he found.  
Brothers and sisters, as we discern our church’s future – as we focus on “Being still and listening” – and as we think about our lives as individuals, our denomination and our country – where do we go to find the truth?  Do we only listen to people who already agree with us and who affirm what we already believe?  Or are we willing to listen to ideas that challenge our assumptions and call us to change our behavior?  Are we willing to hear God’s lifesaving and life changing word to us, even if it comes from the other side of the aisle?  We all seek God’s truth but do we really want to hear it?
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