It’s All Been Done
We love records and we especially love to break records.  It seems that every time you turn on a sport, someone is breaking some kind of record and sometimes you sit there and wonder, “How is that a record that people even keep track of?”  “Most number of home runs hit in night games on Tuesdays against pitchers whose names begin with a vowel.”  <Slide> We have other kinds of records too – records for the weather (everyone keeps talking about how we may or may not be the summer with the most number of days over 100 degrees), records for construction – a personal favorite category of mine: every roller coaster that opens comes up with some crazy record that they broke: like the New Texas Giant has the steepest bank on a curve on a wooden roller coaster, and we have the Guinness book of World records which has some crazy stuff in there – longest tongue on a dog – 4.5” <slide>
You can’t turn on the TV or the radio without hearing about some record being broken or history being made.  With the advent of the internet and the amount of technology that’s available to us at our fingertips (literally) it’s easy for us to get the impression that we’re in uncharted territory, that the world is different.  We hear and see and experience that people are not like they used to be, the neighborhood is changing, the country is going downhill.  It’s easy for us to buy into the idea that “If we don’t do something, Christianity will die.”
I don’t discount that some things are changing and I also don’t discount that we need to adapt with them, but really how different are things now than they were 10 years ago?  100 years ago?  1000 years ago?  2300 years ago when Ecclesiastes was written?
<slide>
1) Ecclesiastes was written about 2300 to 2400 years ago by “the teacher” who had seen quite a lot of life (some say it may have been Solomon or some parts of it were Solomon.  Others say it was someone else writing in Solomon’s name, we’ll call him the teacher)
a) He’d seen ups and downs

b) He’d learned a lot

c) He’d had a lot

d) He’d done a lot

=> But he keeps saying “it’s all vanity.”  He feels like everything he does is in vain.  He goes on for 12 chapters about how nothing matters – how everything has been done before and will be done again.  He says in v.9, “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done; there is nothing new under the sun.”  <slide> Under God’s watchful eyes, everything we build will fall, everything will do will be forgotten, everything we learn will go with us to the grave.
At first, when I read this, it felt really depressing!  There’s nothing new under the sun!?!  I won’t be remembered by anyone in 100 years?  Everything I’ve worked for will be gone?  But I think that the Teacher is really trying to give us a much needed dose of humility.

Whenever we talk about breaking records, whenever we talk about making history, whenever we talk about the advances of technology, there’s always an unwritten assumption –that we as a species are making progress.  That by our willpower, our ingenuity, and by our physical strength, we are going places that nobody has ever gone before.  And having gone to MIT, I know a lot of people extend this line of thinking to mean we don’t need God anymore.  Eventually, science will be able to explain everything, medicine will be able to cure everything, and there will be nothing left to explore.  Back when I was in seminary, one of my professors told a story about when he was a kid (he was 80 years old so it was a long time ago).  His teacher asked him what he wanted to be when he grew up and he said, “A detective.”  The teacher said, “I’m sorry, but you can’t be a detective.  By the time you’re grown up, we’ll have figured out a way to stop all crime.”
But the reality is over the 2300 years between when Ecclesiastes was written and today, what has changed?  We still struggle to find meaning, purpose, and hope in a seemingly uncaring, unchanging world.  We still search for things that will give us satisfaction and fulfillment in life, knowing that it will all be wiped out or forgotten.  We still wonder what will happen when we die.  We still chase after the wind, convincing ourselves that if we could just get that promotion or just get our kids into a good college or just marry the right person or just make the church grow…we’d be happy with life.  And yet we are still as lonely and depressed as the Teacher.  For all our technology, for all our progress, for all our record breaking and history making…we’re still pretty much the same.
Now this might seem like bad news, but I think the teacher means it as good news.  I think the teacher means to tell us, especially in the fear driven alarmist culture of America today, that everything will be okay because none of this is new.  Our country has survived 200 years – through a Civil War, through the Great Depression, through two world wars – this economic crisis is not new.  This political divisiveness is not new.  It will be okay.  Christianity has survived 2000 years through persecutions, through declines, through its own mistakes and follies, and it has survived much worse than this.  God’s people throughout history have gone through periods of ups and downs, of increase and decline, of growing and pruning – nothing is new.  It will be okay.  Even supreme threats like the threat of weapons of mass destruction – admittedly horrible and tragic – are not new.  During the flood, Noah and his family were the last people on Earth.  God will find a way.
And that’s really the good news of the book of Ecclesiastes.  God has always found a way.  No matter what was going on in the world, no matter what was going on in our hearts, no matter what was going on in our country or our churches, no matter what was going on in the universe, God has and God always will find a way.  <slide> Our technology, our progress, and our record breaking and history making has never given us meaning but we can all find solace and meaning in the following reality.  The unchanging truth of all creation is that we need God and God has and will always find a way to us.
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