New
Punchline: When God makes something new, he does not throw out the old, but redeems it.


Happy New Year! <slide 1>

The Christian faith is all about “newness.”  Just in these five verses alone, God promises 4 new things: I saw “a new heaven and a new earth.”  “The new Jerusalem coming down from heaven” and the one seated on the throne said “I am making all things new.”  We have the new covenant.  We have the New Testament.  At the last supper Jesus said, “I am giving you a new commandment – that you love one another as I have loved you.”  In Isaiah, God promises: “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
So as we approach the New Year, what does it mean that God makes all things new?  What does it mean that God made us new creations?  What does it mean that God is always renewing his church?  What does it mean that God is doing a new thing?

Now, normally when we think about new things, we think about getting rid of the old.  <Slide 2> When you buy a new car, you trade in the old car.  When you buy a new phone, you get rid of the old phone.  In Chinese culture, you’re supposed to clean your house right up to New Year’s Day in order to get rid of all the bad luck, but as soon as the New Year strikes, you’re not supposed to clean your house because you don’t want to get rid of the new good luck.  Even in American culture, we make New Year’s resolutions because we want to be better than we were last year – last year we didn’t do what we wanted, so this year we’re going to do it.

But God does things a little bit differently when it comes to making things new.  When god made the new covenant, did it replace the old covenant?  No.  Jesus says, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.”  When God made the New Testament, did it replace the Old Testament?  No.  We still read both testaments and still learn about God, ourselves and our place in the world from both.  When Jesus was raised and inherited a new body, did it replace the old body?  No.  Even though the friends on the road to Emmaus, Mary, and the disciples did not recognize him, he still had the marks on his hands and in his side.  When the New Jerusalem comes, when the new heaven comes, when the new earth comes, will God throw out all the old?  No.  Revelation says that they will descend into this earth and these heavens and this Jerusalem.  

See, when God makes something new, he doesn’t throw out the old and replace it.  He takes the old and reinterprets it, transforms it, redeems it.  He takes the good parts of the old and magnifies them.  He builds on the strengths.  He focuses on the assets.  God doesn’t throw out the old, but God reveals how the old was part of his plan all along.
When it comes to me, I know that I have a big inadequacy complex.  I have a tendency to look back and focus on the things that I did wrong, the places I fell short, and the expectations I did not meet.  I tend to see what didn’t happen rather than what did happen.  I emphasize what went wrong instead of what went right.  I spend a lot of time thinking about how I’m not worthy of God’s love (which is true but isn’t the entire story), how I’m letting people down people who rely on me, how I’m broken person who will never be fixed.  There’s a deep part of me that constantly struggles with the thought that if people or God really, really knew me they could not accept me.
So when I first came to the gospel, I thought – Awesome!  I get to be made new!  I’ll get baptized <Slide 3> and when I’m a new creation, this time I’ll get it right.  I’ll have the power of the Holy Spirit, so I’ll stop sinning and work hard and I’ll be perfect and then I can be proud of myself.  Turns out it doesn’t really work that way.

When I was made new in God, when faith came to me, I didn’t suddenly become a different person.  I didn’t suddenly act or behave or think or believe differently.  I was made new in that a whole new perspective on reality was opened to me and I was given a chance to embrace it, right?  When faith came to me, I saw that my worth to the universe and to God’s kingdom had nothing to do with my ability to perform or accomplish and everything to do with my inherent goodness as a creation of God.  When faith came to me, I could see that God made me in His image and it was good.  When faith came to me, I could that nothing in all creation could separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  And that’s what made me new – living into that reality.  Living as someone who had worth.  Living as someone who had something to contribute.  Living as someone who was lovable and acceptable and able to love and accept others.
Today is January 1st, and in some ways, that’s just a day on a calendar.  It doesn’t really mean anything.  But in a different sense, it gives us a certain perspective which can open us to a new way of thinking and living and truly in newness.  As the calendar flips to 2012 <Slide 4>, we are given a clear symbol of God’s transformation – we can let go of grudges and resentments, of hurt and grief and we can leave them in the past year.   In the turning of the calendar, we are given a representation of God’s freedom – we have a blank slate to work with, a whole year lies before us.  In the turning of the calendar, we are given a representation of God’s grace - we are freed from sins of the past year.
God throughout history has been about the business of making things new – new heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem, new creations, new testament, new covenant… but God does not throw out the old – old years, old people, old churches, old buildings.  God gives new perspective through reinterpretation, transformation and redemption. God focuses, magnifies and emphasizes their strengths.  So, brothers and sisters, when you came to faith and were baptized and were made a new creation, God did not throw out the old you.  God took the good that always been in you and magnified it and continues to magnify it.  God has given you as an individual and you as a member of Oakhurst Presbyterian Church a chance to see that you truly are good and your truly are worthy and you truly are beloved.  Each passing day, each passing month, each passing year is full of ways in which God has prepared you to reflect on the old so that you can be prepared for the new.  Let us look back at 2011, let us look back at our lives, let us look back at the history of our church with God’s eyes and see the New Year as a chance to reinterpret, transform and redeem the old one.
PAGE  
1

