Enough
Punchline:

As individuals, we have tough choices to make everyday – How to spend our time, how to spend our money, how to relate to other people – especially our families.  We regularly get presented with more difficult than normal decisions – when a stranger asks us for cash or a charity asks us to donate, when someone does something we think is wrong and we feel like we ought to say something, when we have to choose between doing our daily devotional prayer and bible reading or getting desperately needed sleep.
As a church, we also have some tough choices to make – what community organizations to support, what groups of people to reach out to, where to stand on issues at the denominational level.  But this year in particular, we will be presented with more difficult than normal decisions – what to cut from the budget to bring it closer in line with our income, what to do with our building which requires more maintenance than we can handle, how best to serve the people of our church, both homebound and attending.
Whenever we look at decisions like this, we weigh the pros and the cons, right?  If we need to decide whether to read the bible or go to bed at night, we think to ourselves, “Well, I’d really like to get in touch with God, and I don’t want to fall behind the schedule and maybe it will inspire me for tomorrow” and we also think to ourselves, “But I’m really tired, and I’m already only going to get 6 hours and I really like to get 8 hours, so that extra 20 minutes will make a big difference in how I feel.”

Now I mentioned this to session the other night, but especially when it comes to our church, but I think also in our individual lives, we usually approach these decisions from an attitude of scarcity – “There isn’t enough.”  <slide> We’d love to read the bible, but we won’t get enough sleep.  We’d love to give to that charity, but we don’t have enough money.  We’d love to serve at the soup kitchen, but we don’t have enough time.  As a church, we’d love to give away more, but we have to save enough to pay the bills later on.  We’d love to move to a more suitable building, but we’ll lose some people in the transition and we won’t have enough afterwards.  We want to reach out into the community, but then we won’t have enough time to take care of the existing ministries.  Maybe it is time to call it a day for Oakhurst, but then we won’t see our life-long friends enough.  We won’t have enough.  We won’t have enough.  We won’t have enough.
When Jesus sent out his apostles in Matthew he warned them, saying “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

First let’s look at what destroys the body.  What is it?  Scarcity.  Not having enough destroys the body.  If we don’t have enough food, we starve.  If we don’t have enough shelter, we freeze.  If we don’t have enough money we can’t have food and shelter.  If we don’t have enough time, we go crazy with stress.  Scarcity is the thing that destroys the body.    Now in the apostles’ time all these things were true – remember that Jesus sent them out without sandals or bags or tunics or staves.  And there was also not enough security.  They could be persecuted, imprisoned, and even executed for evangelizing in the name of Jesus.  But again, all this is only destruction of the body.
So who can destroy both the body and the soul?  Was it the Pharisees?  No, they could only argue with the apostles and have them imprisoned or executed, but they couldn’t hurt the soul.  Was it the devil?  No.  He can never make anyone do anything.  Look at Job – the devil tried as hard as he could the make Job curse God and Job never did.  Is it God?  No, God is full of mercy and grace.  So who is the only person who can destroy both the body and the soul?  Us!

The thing that destroys the soul is when let the fear of the destruction of our bodies undermine our commitment to God’s mission.  When we are afraid that there won’t be enough and we approach issues saying “We need more” and there isn’t enough, then we are destroying our soul BECAUSE we will stray from God’s mission and we will undermine ourselves.  When we think there won’t be enough, we assume we have to get more and more often than not, God wants us to be doing something else because he has already provided what we need, right?  Imagine if the apostles had gone out with bags full of gold – how much of their time, money and energy would have been spent budgeting, protecting, and saving that gold instead of doing God’s work.
Daryl Stewart made an interesting comment to me when I first started here.  He said, “Isn’t it interesting that the always seems to call pastors to better paying positions than the one that they’re currently in?”  When we think there won’t be enough money, we betray our calling and undermine our mission.  When we think there won’t be enough money, we keep it for ourselves instead of giving it away.  When we think there isn’t enough time, we go to sleep instead of reading our bibles.

One thing I’ve noticed over the past few years is this is how we approach the conversation about the future of our church.  We seem to focus a lot on what we’re losing and what we’re giving up and what there isn’t enough of and won’t be enough of.  We don’t have enough money, we don’t have enough people, our building is falling apart, we’re too old, we don’t want to separate.  We look at the fork in the road and it looks like a lose-lose.  No matter which path we take, it will be bad.  But, these are all matters of destruction of the body, but what if we looked at the issue from a different perspective?  Jesus encouraged his disciples saying, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  And even the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows” God is saying the exact same thing to us.  He will always provide enough.  Jesus is encouraging us, “don’t destroy your soul on account of your body.  Don’t compromise your decisions because you fear there won’t be enough.  Trust God to provide and then have the courage to make the faithful decision.”  The decisions we have ahead of us are not lose-lose decisions, because one of the paths is faithful obedience.  We can do what we believe is right and trust that God will provide for us.  We can look at the resources we have and the people we could bless and we can say, “If we give and serve and minister to and bless all these people, God will bless us.” Now that doesn’t mean God will give us what we want or do what we ask – the blessing is in the peace of mind of knowing that God will provide and that we have done our best to serve him, not in a financial reward.
Brothers and sisters, when we approach decisions spiritually with an attitude of abundance rather than scarcity, when we obey God with courage and trust instead of worrying about not having enough, when we work more for the salvation of our souls than the salvation of our bodies then God will always provide.  Let us face all the decisions in our lives and ask first “What does God want?” and trust that when we obey, there will always be enough.
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