Meet Them Halfway <Slide 1>

Punchline: Multiculturalism is about figuring out the different needs of people and preaching how God can address them.

1) Review of last week <Slide 2>
a) Moving probably will not solve our problems (if for no other reason, there isn’t any place we can move where people are like us, that we won’t face the same issue of people becoming different in 10 or 15 years).

b) We are called by God to stay in this neighborhood and serve these people

c) God is at work already bringing people who are different into our midst

d) The Holy Spirit has shown time and again that the gospel overcomes differences and brings people together.  It has happened in scripture and in the world over and over – this is not an impossible vision.

2) What does it look like to reach out to people who are different?  How do we go about it?

First let’s identify these challenges: <Slide 3>
a) Language is an issue (though not as much of an issue as we might make it out to be – Over at the school they say that well over half of the parents speak English) <Click>
b) Culture is an issue – Different understandings of things that are extremely important: like family, holidays, social interaction, superstition, etc.  Even God is little bit different to different cultures. <Click>
c) Spiritual background is an issue (many will say they are Catholic, but there are plenty of successful Mexican protestant churches in our neighborhood – one of them is meeting right after us). <Click>
d) Experience is an issue – How many of us were born in this country?  How many of us were born in this state?  How many of us were born in this city?  It’s not good or bad, right or wrong, but most of us don’t know what it’s like to be an immigrant or to have to use a second language or to have poor family that we have to send money back to…<Click>
· Lots of challenges to face to realize this vision

3) Let’s look at the text – What does Jesus do?  <Slide 4>
First of all, this is a story about race and culture, gender and differences.  The woman said, “"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" <Slide 5>
a) He took the initiative.  He went to people who were different, even though it was awkward and wasn’t supposed to mix or associate with “that kind of person”.  Who started the conversation?  Jesus.  <Click>
b) He met her halfway – What did they talk about?  Did they talk about heaven and hell or resurrection?  Did they talk about the good shepherd or the sower or being the son of God?  No.  They talked about water.  They were at a well, the woman was thristy, so they talked about water.  Jesus saw that she was thirsty and presented God as a thirst quencher.  He said, “I can give you living water so you will never be thirsty again.” <Click>
He figured out what this lady needed and he showed her how God could meet that need.

c) Then he told her his story.  (It wasn’t in this reading, but he told her how he was the messiah and she believed and went running to tell everyone).  <Click>
· Three steps: 

· He took the initiative, even though it was awkward.

· He figured out her need and show her how God could meet it.

· He built a relationship and He told His story

4) What does this look like for us? <Slide 5>
How did we raise money to build the first building that Oakhurst Presbyterian had?  We got involved in the community.  If I’m not mistaken, we went door to door. <Click>
a) I know it’s uncomfortable.  It’s not something we’ve done in a long time, but going door to door is foundational practice of this congregation.  Jesus started the conversation and took the initiative, if we’re going to reach out into this neighborhood, we have to at the very least be involved at the schools, at the police departments and fire departments, at local businesses and stores – and I really think door to door.  I know everybody cringing right now, but think about the next steps that Jesus took: <Click>
b) Jesus did not tell the woman she was going to hell.  Jesus did not ask her if she had been saved.  Jesus did not try to convince her of anything.  He figured out what she needed and told her how God could meet her need.  As we interact with people from this neighborhood – maybe in schools, maybe in businesses, maybe door-to-door – our job is not to tell, it is to ask.  “How can we help you in body and how can we help you in spirit through prayer?”  We have to figure out the needs of the people in our neighborhood or we’re just guessing and shooting in the dark. <Click>
c) And finally, only once we have established a relationship and demonstrated that we are here to help and not to convert or judge, we have the opportunity to tell our story.  We can tell how God has helped us and met our needs and show how God can meet their needs.

· 3 steps:

· Take the initiative, even though it’s awkward.

· Figure out the needs and show how God can meet them.

· Build a relationship and tell our story.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this challenge and this vision are enormously difficult, not because of anything going on out there, but because we have forgotten where we came from.  This church was built on the idea of going out into the community door to door.  God is calling us out into the neighborhood – to take the initiative, to learn the needs of the community, and to show and tell what God has done for us and what God can do for the world.  This is God’s vision for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church and it is reachable.  The disciples did it on Pentecost, other churches have done it in other neighborhoods, and many have done it in this neighborhood.  God is calling us to reach out to our neighborhood and meet their bodily and spiritual needs through the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is God’s vision for Oakhurst Presbyterian Church for the next 10 years.  Let us respond in joy and energy.

