Go, Make, Baptize, Teach

Punchline: Telling the good news is not just for someone else’s sake, or God’s sake or the church’s sake.  It helps us to remember or discover what life without God is like.

1) From our Maundy Thursday sermon

a) No commandment that God makes is arbitrary

b) Every commandment that God makes has three reasons behind it:

i) Improve our relationship with other people

ii) Improve our relationship with God

iii) Improve our relationship with ourself

2) In the gospel according to Matthew, the risen Christ makes a commandment to his friends and disciples that we call the great commission.

a) So why are we to Go, Make, Baptize and teach?

3) How does it improve our relationship with other people?

a) This is the easiest one – When we go and make disciples and teach them about the risen Christ, God uses us to give them the greatest gift a person could have.  How much is our faith worth to us?  And to think that we can help someone by offering them that gift for free!  As much as we might give money, food, education, time, energy, prayer, love, fellowship or anything else, the gift of faith is by far the most valuable.

4) How does the great commission improve our relationship to God?

a) There is nothing more powerful, more strengthening, and more humbling than seeing the power of Jesus Christ transform someone’s life.  Only when we witness to sinners finding forgiveness do we really understand God’s grace?  Only when we witness addicts being freed do we really understand God’s salvation?  Only when we witness to the suicidal finding meaning do we really understand God’s redemption?

b) Throughout scripture, the Holy Spirit is referred to as a fire and a wind – things that are in motion and that change and transform things.  If we are to truly know God, if we are to strengthen our faith in the power of the risen Jesus Christ, then we must go and participate in the transformation of other people through Christ’s power.  And make no mistake, Christ has this power.

5) How does the great commission improve our relationship with ourselves? (I mean within one person, not within the church)

a) In my experience, obeying the great commission is the ONLY way to combat the big ‘C’: Complacency.

I was not born a Christian and I have done a whole lot of stuff that I’m not proud of…both before becoming a Christian and after.  But I will say that on the whole, my life is definitely on the up and up as I grow in my faith and spiritual life.  And the biggest pitfall that exists in my spiritual life, as with many of yours, is complacency – the tendency to forget how bad things used to be.  A few weeks ago, I used the phrase “Thanks God, I’ve got it from here” in a sermon.  I don’t know if it’s human nature or original sin or what it is, but as humans, we have a tendency to take things for granted.  So how do we combat complacency in our spiritual lives?  First of all, the answer is not will power.  Complacency’s very nature is to wear down our will power and our commitment and our promises to ourselves about how we will be better in the future.

There is only one weapon against complacency: the great commission.  The only way that we will be able to consistently remember how bad things were without God…is to be around people who do not have God.  The only way that we will not take for granted how much better our lives have become since God gave us the gift of faith is by witnessing what life is like without it.  T

he great commission isn’t just a commandment, it isn’t just advice, it isn’t just a spiritual practice…it’s a warning.  The risen Christ was telling his disciples: “If you don’t go and spend time with people who do not know me, you will quickly forget what a difference I make in your life.  You will forget that the miracle of Easter that brought me out of the grave brought you out of your graves of despair, shame, guilt, and sin.”

Now I know the immediate question that will come up.  For the vast majority of y’all sitting in the pews this morning, you were raised in the faith and spent most of your life coming to church.  You have no story about what life was like before God and you have no memories to jog about what used to be.  So y’all might ask, “How is the Great Commission supposed to help my relationship with myself?”

The Great Commission is even more of a warning to you, for the very reason that you do not know what life without God is like.  It is the very fact that you don’t have those memories and you don’t have the contrast and comparison that it’s even easier to take your faith for granted.  It’s even easier to say, “Thanks God, I’ve got it from here” and “Do I really need to go to church or read my bible or pray today?” because you have never had to deal with the despair and the hopelessness of a life without God.  For those who have always had a relationship with God, the risen Christ is warning you that you must go and be exposed to life without God so you know what you could have been and you know what you will become if you take your faith for granted.

If those who were born into the faith or those who were born outside the faith, say, “Thanks God, I’ve got it from here” too many times…if we forget how important it is for us to be working on our relationships with God, each other and ourselves, if we neglect our spiritual practices, if we lose sight of the miracle of Easter and the power of the resurrection, if we get complacent…then we will quickly find our lives full of confusion, despair, anxiety, chaos, pain, and sadness…and we will wonder why God let us down.

Brothers and sisters, the great commission, the final words of the risen Christ in the gospel of Matthew, are a wonderful inspiration, they are a beautiful promise, and they are also a warning.  We have been given so much, in our blessings, in God’s forgiveness, in power to help others and change the world, in hope, freedom, joy, and love.  And the ONLY way to combat complacency, the ONLY way to remind ourselves what we have been, what we could be, or what we might become without God…is to get our hands dirty down in the trenches, to go and make and baptize and teach…and to witness first-hand what life without God is like.  

Brothers and sisters, if your faith life has gotten a little flat, if you have gotten a little complacent, if the miracle of Easter didn’t seem quite so miraculous this year…spend some time with some people who do not have God in their lives.  You will find new gratitude, new passion, and new fire and you will lose all complacency.  Spend time with those who do not have God in their lives and it will improve your relationship with them, it will improve your relationship with God, and it will improve your relationship with yourself.
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