Thine is the Power
1) Every week as I prepare for worship, I look at the newspaper and see what things around the world we can pray for – where are there natural disasters, accidents, or intentional violence.  And every week it seems like there are millions, if not billions, of people that need our prayers and need worldly help.

a. Violence in Tibet

b. War in Iraq

c. Storms in Atlanta

d. genocide in Darfur

e. Poverty and disease in Africa

· And I often find myself wondering, “Can God make a difference?”
2) I never wonder if God cares.  I know God loves us – to me there’s no question

a. He was born a humble birth in a manger - Christmas

b. He was tempted

c. He was scorned

d. He was beaten

e. He was killed – Good Friday

=> All these things, he did because he loves us

But is God really as powerful as I hope he is?  Can he really stop pain and suffering and violence?  
God has made some pretty lofty promises.  Some pretty unrealistic promises.
Not the least of which is in Revelation – in the new heaven and the new earth, there will be no more crying, no more mourning, no more pain – Death will be no more - God himself will wipe away every tear.
I look at my newspaper every morning, I look at the world out there and I compare it to God’s promise to us and I have to wonder, “Can He do it?”  “Does he really have the power?”
On Easter morning, the echo in an empty tomb is a resounding “Yes.”  Yes, God can do it.  On Good Friday, the cross shows us the size of God’s love.  But on Easter morning, the empty tomb shows us the size of God’s power.  God’s desire to turn wrong into right, to turn evil into good, to turn sinfulness into righteousness – cannot be stopped.  God cannot be stopped.
Herod tried to by killing all the Jewish children and still He was not stopped.  Satan tried to by tempting him with money and power and still He was not stopped.  Pilate tried to by killing him on the cross and still He was not stopped.  They laid his body in a tomb and put a huge rock over the mouth and still He was not stopped.  He was in hell for three days and still He was not stopped.  What can stop Our Lord?  What can contain Our Lord?  What can hold him back?  Nothing!
Friends, as I read my newspaper, as I look at all the places in the world where it seems like evil is winning.  Where it seems like God is losing.  Where it seems like hope is gone – I am reminded that every day the sun rises is another day that God comes closer to final victory and I am reminded that this movement cannot be stopped – not by bullets or famine or disease, not by racism or disparity of wealth, not by secularism or post-modernism, not by hatred or apathy or doubt, not by sin, not by evil, not by Satan, not by the gates of hell, not even by death itself.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are here today to proclaim together that not only can God make a difference, but that God makes all the difference. For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
