My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation

Punchline: Jesus is salvation because he is God incarnate.  We are called to be God incarnate.

1) Rogue from the X-men

a. She steal the life force of anyone who makes skin to skin contact with her

b. She can even kill them if she holds them too long

c. She has to wear gloves and can never kiss or touch anyone

2) Some questions:

a. What happens if you see God?

b. How big is God?

c. How old is God?

d. What does God smell like?

· unanswerable questions because we cannot be in the presence of God.  He is so glorious that just to be with him would kill us.

3) But thankfully, in Jesus God gives these answers

a. God became incarnate – God himself became flesh so that we could see him, be with him, hug him, smell him, touch him.

=> God is incarnational – all the big ideas and theology and desires and goals and all the abstract stuff…to God (like most of us) it doesn’t matter if it isn’t concrete.  If there’s isn’t something we can sense and experience, then it’s not real.

4) When Simeon saw Jesus in the temple, he saw the messiah, he saw the savior, and perhaps most importantly, he saw God.  Only when he saw God incarnate could he say, “My eyes have seen your salvation.”  I think he meant it literally – my eyes have seen (not figuratively, but literally)…my eyes have seen your salvation.  No matter how much God promised or prophets predicted or signs pointed, Simeon did not truly understand God’s salvation until he could see it, touch it, hold it, smell it, and hug it.

5) God has given us incarnation as well… (guesses?):  God knew that if he did not get closer – if humans died whenever they saw him, if they could not shake his hand or wash his feet or put their hands in the wounds at his side…he was not real.

So, the sacraments.

a. The sacraments are more than just symbols – they are God incarnate (literally God in the flesh).  When we take communion we can see and smell and taste and touch God.  When we baptized we are embraced and cleansed and held by God.  

b. God doesn’t just want us to learn about him, God doesn’t just want to think about him, God doesn’t just want us to know about him, God doesn’t just want us to believe in him…God wants us to experience him.  To see him and know him and feel him, to shake his hand and put our hands in his wounds and lay him in a manger.  God wants us to be able to say, like Simeon, “My eyes have seen your salvation.”

6) And so brothers and sisters in Christ, our challenge is to be an incarnation of God.  We are to be the word made flesh.  We are to be the good news that people can hug and feel and see.  James writes, “What good is it if you say ‘keep warm’ but you do not lend a coat.  What good is it if you say ‘eat well’ but you do not offer a meal.”  And God challenges us too – what good is it if we, as a Christian, say, “God is good” but we do not offer anything good.  What good is it if we, as Christians, invite someone into a relationship with God, but do no invite them into a relationship with us?  What good is it if we say, “God’s mansion has many rooms, but no you can’t stay at my house tonight.”?  What good is it if we, as Christians, say, “God will come at the end of time to make all things right.” But we do not make things right today?  How will people see God?  How will people feel and taste God?  How will people experience God?  Brothers and sister, God is good.  We know it because God came to us and let our eyes see it.  It’s our turn to go to others and show them.  And perhaps one day when we have helped someone, they might say to us, “My eyes have seen the salvation of the Lord.”  I pray this for you and for all of us in the name of the father and the son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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