Whose are You? <Slide 1>

Punchline: In baptism God adopts us and claims us as his own AND God places very high expectations on us.  We are expected to open ourselves to others the way God opened himself to us.

Stupid epiphany joke – Little Johnny sees a nativity and asks his mom who the three guys on camels are.  She tells him about the wise men and how they brought gifts for Jesus.  He thinks for a second and asks, “Were those gifts for Christmas or his birthday?”
1) The Lord’s baptism

a. God says, “You are my beloved son.  With you I am well pleased.” 

<slide 3>

2) This isn’t just about Jesus.  This is God’s message at every baptism.

a. In baptism we are adopted by God into his family - Most of us are not Jewish

i. God says, “you are my sons and daughters”

ii. God says, “you are beloved”

iii. God says, “with you I am well pleased”

iv. Why?

· Is it because of what we’ve done?

· Is it because we’ve decided to get baptized?

· Is it because of what we’ve committed ourselves to?

· No, it’s because God loves us and wants to adopt us.

v. When a parent adopts a child, does the parent say, “I am glad because I adopted the smartest kid I could find?” or “I am glad because I adopted the best looking kid I could find?”

· No, an adopting parent is pleased with their child just because they have adopted.

b. When we are baptized, God declares to us, “You are my beloved sons and daughters.  With you I am well pleased.”  God adopts us and promises to love us and keep us as his children.

But in baptism God isn’t the only one making promises.  <Slide 4> Look down at your bulletin.  We also make promises.  When we are baptized, we promise (or someone promises for us) that we will be followers of Jesus Christ.  That we will devote our lives to overcoming sin and to being obedient to God’s commandments.  We promise that we will show God’s love to our neighbors.

The verse immediately after our text…in Mark’s gospel, immediately after Jesus is baptized, it says that Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God.  The very first thing Jesus does after he is baptized was to go serve.  When we are baptized we are marked and claimed by God, and we are also sent and empowered by God.  We die to our old life of serving self and are born into a new life of serving God.  We are given the gift of the Holy Spirit and we are given the expectation to live faithful lives.

God’s adoption into his family begins when we are baptized, but God’s expectations also begin when we are baptized.  <slide 5> There have been a couple of situations recently when Lindsay and I have considered offering our house to young people to stay in for extended periods of time.  And I always thought, “You are welcome to live under my roof, but if you do, you will follow my rules.”  I think that’s what baptism is about:  We can live under God’s roof, but if we choose to we better be following his rules.

And I think God’s first and foremost expectation, the most important rule in God’s house – is the same thing that allows us to be adopted by him – Grace.

Just as we are adopted through God’s unconditional love, we are called to offer unconditional love to others, and God’s expectations are extremely high. <Slide 6>
3) Story from the radio – FAO Schwartz in Manhattan

a. Doll collection

b. Nubbins – the display doll, warped and misweighted and misshapen

c. The dolls were on MTV right before Xmas and all of sudden everyone wanted one

d. Pretty soon they all sold out of white dolls

i. And moms would come in and look at all the dolls and say, “Do you have anything else?”  “Something that looks more like my daughter?”

e. Then Asian dolls

f. Then Hispanic dolls

g. Then it was only the black dolls left

i. And one mother came in and looked at the dolls and looked at Nubbins and looked at her daughter…and bought nubbins instead of a perfectly fine black doll.

But was God selective in welcoming us into his family?  Did he do background checks first?  Did he screen us for drugs and alcohol or addictions?  No.  God welcomes people into his family and into his love and into his caring and into his church through baptism – regardless of who they are.  God loves us all where we are for who we are. <Slide 7>
And through our baptism, God expects us to do the same.  Think about it: If someone came to your door late at night asking to use the phone in your house, would you respond the same if the person were wearing a suit and tie or if the person smelled like they hadn’t showered in a week?  Would you respond the same if it was a group of black teenage boys or a group of white teenage boys?  If you went into a toy store with your daughter and all they had were dolls that were of a different race than you are, would you hesitate to get one?  If you went to an adoption agency, would you be equally likely to adopt a child of a different race than your own?

I think if we are honest in answering these questions, we cannot help but be confronted by the fact that we do not live up to God’s expectations.  God loves us all unconditionally, but when we look at each other, our sinful human nature makes assumptions and judgments and has preconceived notions and consequently we are more willing to open our arms and our hearts and our families to some people than others.

So this is your homework this week (advanced level, for 2009): Intentionally open your life to someone who you are initially scared of. <Slide 8>
Brothers in sisters in Christ, in baptism, God adopted us and opened his family and his house and his love to us.  God’s love is unconditional and it is eternal.  In baptism, we promised to follow God.  And today God is calling us to offer unconditional and eternal love to the world. 
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